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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION
The Problem 1n General
A seeming religious vocation shortage has become a great concern to
the Catholic Church in America.

There is an asserted deficiency in the number

of needed priests, brothers, and sisters in all sections of the country.

It

is this assertion that prompts an investigation to learn if there is, in part,

a sociological explanation for this seeming vocation shortage. Are social fac
tors possiblY operating to affect the acceptance or rejection of a religious
vocation?
In undertaking a scientific investigation of religious vocations, the

social scientist inevitablY faces an apparent difficulty of dealing with two
disciplines, that of sociology and theology.

The sociologist might not find

a complete answer through a scientific investigation but this need not deter
an inquiry.

The objective of the sociologist is seeking to discover natural--

social or cultural--factors which might contribute to or hinder the formation
or deYelopment of a religious vocation.
Critics of this type of investigation might say that religious vocations cannot be measured by human standards since God' s grace is operative in
the case of religious vocations.
thor of Theology

.2! VocatiOns,

The theologian Charles A Schleck, the au-

does not hesitate to refer to a religious vol

2

cation as a grace and a special girt from God. l

The sociologist can accept

or ignore the theology of a religious vocation and yet do a worthwhile investigation to learn ir natural factors appear to influence a religious vocation.
The French SOCiologist, Father R. Mols, offered a refutation to objections
made to all forms of investigations that the sociology of religion might take.
One must not forget that God, the author of the supernatural,
is also the author of the natural order and of all its laws.
God having willed the free cooperation of man in the growth
of His Kingdom, respects the intelligent action of man or the
lack of it ••• Neither should one forget that the holiness needed in the apostolate to further the growth of the Kingdom of
God RlU8t include a strong effort to discern the laws by which
Providence governs the world, and the effort to adapt one's
actions to them. 2
While prescinding from the theological contention that the principal cause of
a religious vocation is God Himself, a sociologist shirts his attention to the
secondary cause, the influence of man and his environment.
In discussing the problem of an asserted religious vocation shortage,
it is necessary to review the record of the Catholic Church in .America.

In

his evaluation, Theodore Maynard referred to the first half of this century
as "the golden age of the Church in the United States."') Statistics show a
steady increase in the Catholic population.

One estimate of the Catholic pop-

lcharles A. Schleck, S. C., "The Meaning and Excellence of the Religious Vocation," Sponsa Regis, XXXIV (October, 1962), p. 3$.
2Jerome Francis Bowman, S. J., itA Study of Selected Social and Economic Factors in the Formation of a Religious Vocation" (unpublished Master's
thesis, Dept. of Sociology, Loyola University, 19$8), p. 3.
3Theodore Maynard, The StOry of American Cathol:::1cisM (New Yorks

millan, 1941), p. $22.

Mac-

3
ulation in 1900 fixed the number at 12,041,000,4 whereas the Official Catholic
Dlrecto!7 gave the number for 1964 as 44,874, 371. 5 It is generally agreed by
those who have attempted scientific studies of American Catholic population
trends that the actual figures

are

above those reported.

One investigation

undertaken in 1944 showed a gain of approximately 7,000,000 to the actual figures given for the year. 6 Also in terms of self-identification, statistics
show a steady increase of the Catholic population.

From 1926 to 1958 there

was a steady growth of 1.6.0 to 22.8 per cent Catholics, as a percentage of
the total population) Of those religiously affiliated, 30 to 35 per cent
identified themselves with Catholicism.

Numerically given, the statistics

are inaccurate since these religious preferences are generallY indicated by
persons over fourteen years of age,8 thus the younger portion of the population is not included.
Despite the inacouracy of these statistics, there has been a gradual
increase from year to year in the numerical growth of the Catholic population
in the United States.

Catholic life.

This increase has Dl8de itself felt in all phases of

It has led to a multiplication of churches and institutions.

4John Tracy Ellis, American Catholicism (Chicago:
1955), p. 122.

Rand McNally &. Co.,

S,el1cian A Foy, O. F. M. J 1965 National Catholic Almanac (Paterson,
New Jerseys St. Anthony's Guild, 1905j, p. 4BO.
6Ellis , p. 123.

J.,

7Robert McAfee Brown and Gustave Weigel, S.
An American Dialogue,
(Garden City, New Yorks Doubleday &. Co., Inc., 1961), p. 46.
8Ibid ., p. 39.

4
From a survey of the period between 1900-19.50,

the Most Rev. William J. Mul-

loy, Bishop of Covington, Kentucky, found from the statistics given in the
Catholic D1recto;l, that there were in 19.50 almost three times as maqy parish
schools as in 1900, and the number of Catholic high schools and academies had
more than tripled. 9

(The total U. S. population in 1900 was approximately 7.5

mill1on, in 19.50, it was 1.51 million; in 1960, 179 million; and by 1964 it had
reached 190 million.)
Parallel to this numerical increase of the Catholic Church it would
seem probable that one would find an increase in the number of those following
a religious vocation.

John Tracy Ellis refers to the shortage of priests as

being magnified particularly in rural areas, without specific reference to the
Catholic population in those areas.

He quotes the following statistics, "As

recently as 19.53 there were 819, or about 26 per cent of the counties of the
United States, that had no priest,

644

counties with no priest in the rural

areas, and 73,000 small towns and hamlets where no priest l1ved • .,D One estimate holds that in 1900 there was one priest for every 704 Catholics in the
United States, while in 19.50 there was one for ever,y 7.51 Catholics. ll The
1964 Catholic Directory gives a ratio of one priest to every 783 Catholics. 12
9will1am J. Mulloy, "Vocations-A Survey of Fifty Years," The Catholic
School Journal, LI (April, 19.51), pp. 133-.34.

l~llis, p. 124.
llMulloy, p. 134.
12Foy, p. 480.

It must be remembered that these totals include all priests, whether their
principal work concerns that

or the parish, teaching, or missions.

Viewing religious vocation (priests and religious) as a whole, the
fifty-year survey referred to prev1ousl¥ indicates a .1 of 1 per cent increase
in vocations to the priesthood and religious life.

In 1900 approximately .6

of 1 per cent of the Catholics in the United States followed an ecclesiastical
vocation while the 1950 statistics shov.7 of 1 per cent following this state
in life. 13

Presumably this slight increase is not sufficiently significant to

cope with the multiple demands and complexities of today's society.

It is an

objective of this study to inquire into one aspect of the determinants of this
alleged dearth of religious vocations, to learn specifically i f vocations seem

to be nurtured in a certain fam1l¥ type.

l~oy, p.

134.

CHAPTER

n

ME'l'HODOLOOY

It is well established that the family is a basic institution of

In turn, society influences the

society and serves to influence society.

individuals comprising the family; thus, the effects are reciprocal in nature.

The core of the problem of the present research rests within the faJlli.ly.

ConsequentJ¥, this research will concentrate upon family types and their possible relationships to religious vocations.

An effort will be made to learn 1£

certain family types have a greater likelihood of producing religious vocations.
Thus far it has been noted that the Catholic Church in America baa
experienced a relative shortage in religious vocations, and it has been suggested that

p~ssibl.y

religious vocations.

there exists a relationship between family types and
It would seem appropriate at this juncture to concentrate

upon the matter of conceptualization as used in this specific study.
Conceptualization
In using the term religiousvt)cation, the writer refers to Ka particu-

lar calling to a priestly or religious life.

It is an obvious rule that God

knows the needs of His Church and He inspires a sufficient number of young

~ople to fill those needs. tt14 The vocation is ttdefinitely due to God's
14A.lbert J. Nevins, K. M., '!'he Maryknoll Catholic Dictionary; (New York
Grosset & Dunlap, 1965), p. 597.

6

7
actions, the fitness being produced by natural causes under the guidance of
divine Providence."l$ This implies the possibility of the gift being offered
but not alwayB accepted.

Bishop Griffin of Trenton suggests, " ••• there is no

dearth of vocations, whether of men or women.
God's wisdom and providence.

To sq this would be to impugn

but there is definitely, ve lUustacknowledge, an

almost frightening lack of response to the Master's gentle invitation."1.6
is this that prompts the questions:

It

What faotors seemingly cause individuals

to reject the religious vocation? What sociological factors have a bearing
upon the vocation shortage?
The term. family includes Ita union of parents and children who by lIlUtual
relationships secure an end that is common to both. 1t17

It is said to be stable

when the family type consistently achieves the ends of family life.

If a

family type fails to carr,y out its proper functions, it is said to be unstable.
The family functions are t hose as defined by Fredric LePlay, namely production
of human beings; and securing of subsistance for its members, especially social
and economic education. 18

Further attention will be given to the social func-

tions of the family in the theoretical presentation.
15Donalg Attwater (ed.), A Catholic Dictionary (New York: Macmillan
Co., 19U9J, p. 520.
16Sister William, C. S. J., "The Laborers Are Few," Joumal. of ReligiOUS Instruction XVII (September, 1946), p. $2.
l7John J. O'Connell, S. J., "A Study of the Stability of Families of
Jesuit Scholastics of the Missouri and Wisconsin Provinces of the Society of
Jesus," (unpublished Master's thesis, Dept. of Sociology, St. Louis University,
19$8), p. 11.
18pitirim A. Sorok1n, Contemporary Sociological Theories (New Yorks
Harper & ROW'. Publishers. 192 8). P. 76.

8
The family types used in the study are based upon Carle C. Zimmerman's
notion of family types, the trustee, domestic, and atomistic.

These serve as

a frame of reference to this work and will be discussed in greater detail in

the theoretical consideration.
In the study, the term familism is used in the meaning as utilized by

Cl1fford Kirkpatrick, who in turn adopted it from Zimmerman's conceptions.
Familism refers to "inply1ng in-group feelings, pursuit of common objectives,
economic collectivism, DlUtual aid and common concern for family perpetuation.ul9
Survey of Related Literature
A study relating to family stability of the families of Jesuit scho-

lastics was undertaken by J .ohn Joseph O'Comall, S. J.

The study was l1m1ted

to the scholastics of the Missouri and Wisconsin Provinces. Father O'Connell
made an effort to learn if the psychological, physical, intellectual, and
spiritual ends were consistently achieved in the families of the Jesuit scholastics.

Such items as cultural similarity between parents, economic level

of the family, extent of education for parents and children, and the parental
practice of religion were investigated to learn to what extent the specific
ends were achieved.

This was the m.eans of measurement in dete:nn1ning i f fUl-

1.ly stability was present in the families of the Jesuit scholastics.

study, Father O'Connell deducted the following corollariesl

From his

religious (the

sampled group) come from middle class families J religious come from ethnically

York:

19C11fford Kirkpatrick, The Fami¥. as Process and Institution (New
The Ronald Press Co., 1955), p. 8 •

9
unified familles; religious COUle from homes where religion i8 appreciated and
is practiced in a high degree; religious vocations rely on Catholic training
and atmosphere; and religious come from a harmonious home environment. 20
An

extensive study was done by' Thomas Bowdem in a nation-wide survey

of those who followed the religious vocation between 1919-1929.
were answered by approximately 2,500 men and 5,000 women.
this research can be summarized as follows I

Questionnaire

The findings of

large families supply most of the

vocations;21 Catholic schoola supply more than public schools; one-family
dwelling 18 ideal for wholesome family life which flowers in religious vocation8;22 those in religion were active members of societies prior to entrance
but seldom held office;23 very few attended co-educational sohools; and the
thought of a religious vocation vas already entertained at a very young age. 24
20o'Connell, p. 62.
21A generation ago Bowdem found that 1.6 per cent were the only child
whUe 10.5 per cent came from families of ten or more. His families averaged
5.9 children. Thomas Steven Bowdern, itA Study of Vocations. Investigation of
Environmental Factors." (unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, St. Louis University,
19)6). pp. 179-181.
22Residential status must be measured by something more than the m.ere
fact of owning a home since this can mean a shack or a mansion. Furthermore,
the families of those in a religious vocation have approximately the same social status as the families of the Catholic laity in general. Fichter's
statement perhaps conflicts with O'Connell's findings concerning Jesuits. The
candidates of the Jesuit order in general came from the middle class. Joseph
H. Fichter, S. J., Religion As An Occupation (University of Notre Dame Press,
1961), pp. 81-83.
23Almost 100 per cent belonged to "Societies and Clubs" but this refer
to both school and parish organizations, as well as to secular clubs. It is
highl;y probable that the largest membership was in religious groups since the
majority attended Catholic high schools.

10
Another significant study is one undertaken

s.

J.

~

Jerome Francis Bowman,

The subjects of this study were a group of young men who entered and

persevered in the Society of Jesus during the five-year period of 1949-1953.
The study was further limited to those who entered the Chicago and Detroit
Provinces of this religious order.

His findings reveal that the average age

of entrance was almost nineteen;25 the majority of the seminarians belonged
to the "oldest-youngest" category in family rank; the great majority of Jesuit
scholastics came from homes where parents remained faithful to their marriage
vows; a great majority described their home as happy or very happy; the majority of scholastics never heard parents speak of their desire for their son to
became a priest yet they presented no opposition when the desire became

Imovn. 26
Rev. Henry Hubert Janssen investigated the enviroDillental factors of
priestly and religious vocations in the Archdiocese of St. Louis.
observations can be highlighted thus,

Hia major

more than one-half came from families

with four or more children; to a large extent the candidates were either the
oldest or the youngest; the majority of candidates decided upon entering in
the senior year of high school; many of the candidates did not hold any type
of office prior to entry; practically all received education in a Catholic
school; and since almost all candidates came from the middle class, this can
25This possibly would not be the case for other seminarians where a
minor seminary is involved. In this country a high school diploma is required
of all those entering the Jesuit order. Bowman, p. 12.

2~owman, p. 69.

11
be considered a fruitful souce of vocations. 21
Reference might also be made to the study of social background and
other factors associated with interest in religious life as undertaken by
Sister Mary Theresita, S. S. J.

The subjects under 8tudy were girls from

three girls I and three coeducational high schools in Chicago.
revealed the following.

This research

Catholic high school education appears to be an im-

portant factor in fostering vocations; the higher percentage of girls interested in religious life came from the medium-sized families (defined in the
thesis as those with five, six, and seven childrenJ 28 most of those admitting interest belonged to the upper division of the lower economic class;
mixed marriages were found in this study to be twice as detrimental to vocational thinking as broken homes; working mothers militated against vocations
in the home; and relatives in religious lite (religious sisters) did not ap-

pear to be an important factor in fostering vocations, since almost half of
the uninterested also had relatives in a religious order. 29
In the course of this thesis, reference will be made to less significant studies from time to time.

Through these comparisons perhaps previous

21Rev. Henry Hubert Janssen, "Investigation into Environmental Factors
of Priestly and Religious Vocations in Archdiocese of St. Louis," (unpublished
Master's thesis, Dept. of Education, St. Louis University, 1955.

2~ost sociologists would tend to consider five to seven children as
a large family, this researcher would conclude.
29Sister Mary Theresita, S. S. J., "A Study of Social Backgrounds and
Other Factors Associated with Interest of the Chicago Secondary School Girl
in the Religious Lite," (unpublished Master's theSis, Dept. of Sociology,
Loyola University, Chicago, 1959).

12
findings can be confirmed; in the case of disagreement, further research
might be suggested.
Theoretical Considerations
The basic theoretical framework upon which the present study is built
is family stability as conceived by Fredric LePlay.30 If fa:mil¥ stability is
to be existent, it is mandator.y that the principal social functions of the
family become the concern of society.
functions arel

LePlay's conception of these social

production of human beings; and securing of subsistence for

its members, and especially the social and economic education of the young
generation. 31 It is this conception of family stability that Carle C.Zimmerman extracts from LePlay as a basis for his theor.y of familism as found
present or absent in the various family types.

Zimmerman also measures this

family stability or the consequent familism, as he terms it, through the fulfillment of the family functions which conveniently he rephrases as child
bearing, fidelity, and unity.32

It is these points specificall.y that have

been used as pOints of reference for the extent of familism found in the famiUes ')f the subjects under study.

These functions as suggested by ;timmerman

served as a guide in the formation of the questionnaire used in this study.
In

gi~.ng

due credit to the theoretical framework of the study, acknowledge-

30soroldn .. p. 78.
31Ibid., p. 8$.
32Carle C. Zimmerman.. Fami!Y and Civilization (New Yorks
Brothers, 1947) .. p. 783.

Harper &

13
ment is made to Zimmerman's theories which ultimately are based upon family
stability as presented by LePlay.
With Zimmerman, familism cannot be isolated from. family types.

Re-

tuming a moment to LePlay, Zimmerman's concept of trustee family type 18
comparable to LePla3't s . reference to the patriarchal.

LePlay" also made use

of family types in studying the "stable and the unstable ... 33 He pictured
the patriarchal family as the best representative of listable" since "it has
a stable and permanent relationship with its fireside, it is faithful to traditions, and it established its married children near the homestead in order
to watch over them and preserve them. n Jh LePlay depicted the unstable family
with "no particularl,y permanent attachment to its hearth" and "in8J1red by
the lust for social change" as the typical urban family in the latter half' of
the nineteenth oentury .35

Thus we find both LePlay and Zimmerman having as-

serted a relationship between famUiam and family type.
According to Zinmerman's usage, the trustee family was inclusive of
the clan with the head of the clan exerting supreme power over all members of
the famil,y.

Since everything was common property, the children were trained

33Emest W. Burgess, Harvey J. Locke, and Mary Margaret Thomes. The
Fami¥. from Institution to Companionahip (New York: American Book Co., 194'7'),
p. 2 •

JhIbid • The rural aspect of the patriarchal sooiety studied by LePlay
should not""beoverlooked In the deSCription given. LePlay's formula for study
ing family type pertained particularly to geographical environment and work.
The patriarchal type was most natural in the areas that were rural in nature.

-

35Ibid.

to rely not upon themselves but upon the family and on traditions and cUStOll18
which were transmitted from one generation to the next.

It is natural that

this type of an organization suppresses individual initiative and consequently
the members of the trustee family type are guided almost exclusively by the
customs and habits of their fathers and forefathers.
The domestic family harbors a kind of familism as we know it from the
colonial family.

Zimmerman contends that it is this type that has furnished

the essence of civilization as is reflected in his statement, "The domestic
family affords a comparativelJr stable social structure and yet frees the individual sufficiently from f amily influence to perform the creative work necessary for a great civ1lization. ft36 In a domestic family the children'. right
are recognized.

In it, all family forces are concentrated in the relation.

between husband and wife and between parents and child.

It represents the mos

typical aspect of f8Jllil18m, "largelJr undiluted by the extraneous characteristics which involve the trustee and atomistic systems. n37 Familism has to be
motivated b,y the acceptance of ideals of behavior based upon a way of life.
It places emphasis upon an aggregation of people considered as

fam~

members.

This was found to be almost exclusively the s.ystem of society in the middle
periods of the Greeks, Romans, and modem culture.
been preceded by a trustee family type.

Each of these periods had

In each of the cases it has been rec-

ognized that the atomistic famil.y' type has gradually emerged from the domestic

36zimmerman, p. 783.

-

37Ibid., p. 735.

15
type.
Since the basis of familism, according to Zimmerman, was a high birth
rate, the atomistic family type was inevitably unf8lllilistic.

ZimlIlerman states,

"Those classes with few children seldom take other familistic values ver,y seriously, unless they are forced to a surface adherence byfpubUc opinion, .1138
a theory reiterated by Ogburn' s, that allegiance to family values and processe
disappears as more and more of the people have few or no children. 39 Thus, in
atomistic times the family gave way, disintegrating in favor of the individual.
The virtue and stability of the domestic family was replaced by individualism
and a casual attitude toward family responsibility.

Each of the periods of

atomism, Greece in the fourth century B.C., Rome after the first century A.D.

and the western world during the nineteenth century, experienced torms of action and thought that were identical.
rapid, easy, "causeles8" divorce.

Each experienced an increase and a

Each had a decrease in number of children

and a public disrespect for parents and parenthood.

In each there was a commo

acceptance of all forms of sex perversions. 40 Zimmerman illustrates this iden
tity by his statement, "Plutarch, as a character, would feel more or les8 at
home in American society as it is now developing.,,41Pumeill Benson, in refe
ring to the decline of familism in our American culture and the increasing affirmation of individualism, has described contemporary American family life as

38Ibid ., p. 701.
39Ibid., p. 701.

40Ibid .,

41

p. 777.
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being conducive "to a way of living in which the family exists for the benefit
of its members, rather than the members for the family.n42
Considering our present society as atomistic and that some t&milistic
characteristics still remain, it is here hypothesized that religious vocations
are products of familism as typified by the domestic family in contrast to the
prevalent atomistic family type in our present sooiety.
Brief Histo!'l of Community
Since the nature of this research demands a concentration upon the
secondary or the natural factors that might possibly affect the acceptance of
a religious vocation, the researcher thought it most feasible to concentrate
upon the religious in a specific religious community.

Since the researcher i8

herself a member of the community chosen tor this study, a high degree of cooperation from the other fellow members was anticipated.

The cOIIIllUnity has

its Motherhouse in Germany with the American Province conoentrated in the
midwest states of Illinois, Indiana, Minnesota, and Wisconsin.

The research

was limited to include only" those religious within the .American Province.
The c01ll'llunity under study was founded in Dembach, Germa,ny in 1851;
the American Province was established in 1868, the first mission being at
Hessen Cassel, Indiana.

It was characteristic of the Geman immigrants to

42Purnell Benson, "The Interests of Happily Married Couples," in
Marvin B. Sussman, ad., Sourcebook in ~tarri,age and the Family (Bostons
Houghton Mifflin Co., 1963), p. 140.
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settle in the cities or rural sections along the waterways of the interior. 43
Since many German inmdgrants were Catholics, it was their desire to have
priests and sisters from their native land to minister to their spiritual, educational, and social needs.

This accounts for the concentration of the cammu-

nity in the midwest states.

The community's apostolate from its origin waa

the "care of the needy. n

This resulted in a variety of charitable works, that

of nursing in homes and hospitals, teaching, and caring for the aged and orphans.

In 1868, an orphanage was opened in Chicago for eighteen children.

Today it is the home for approximately 700 children ranging from ages 2-18
with 60 members of the community on the statf.

Two other orphanages have

been established in the Fort Wayne and Belleville Dioceses each which at present has less than 100 children.
these orphanages.

Schools have been set up in conjunction with

The community at present conducts

in Chicago) and five high schools (two in Chicago).

2,

grammar schools (three

One of the Chicago high

schools has become a girls' school since 1962; however, it had been coeducationa! since its beginning in 1910.

The coeducational has been the prevalent

type conducted by the community untU very recently.

Two of the high schoola

are now coinstitutional.
The first hospital begun by the community in the American Province
was established in Fort Wayne, Indiana in 1869.

At the present the community

43aeorge T. Meagher, S. S. C., With Attentive Ear and Courageous Heart
(Milwaukee: Bruce Press, 1957), p. 173. (The information concerning the history of the community was obtained from this 8ource.)
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directs 11 hospitals; two of these are in Chicago.
have over

400

beds; three have less than 100.

Three of the hospitals

The aged have been the concem

of the community in connection with the hospitals and in homes opened
for the

elder~

in need of care.

sole~

Three of the latter type are in operation

today under the direction of the community. All are located in cities less
than

,0,000.
Today the community haa a total of ,88 members in the American Pr0-

vince.

All the major activities begun by the pioneers of the province have

been continued with the exception of home nursing.

An effort was made by the

researcher to have a representation in the study of religious engaged in each
of the major areas of the community's apostolate.
The Research Instrument
Since an interview with this sampled group proved almost impossible,
it vas thought most practicable for this type of research to use the question-

naire as a means of obtaining the desired information. As mentioned previous
the compilation of the questionnaire was based upon the family functions as
defined by Zimmerman:

child bearing, fidelity, and unity. An attempt at meas

urement of these family functions should determine, at least to some extent,
if familism is present within the

tami~,

thus enabling the researcher to de-

fine family type.

The questionnaire consisted of thirty-six basic questions of which
thirteen had sub-questions.

Some of the questions probed socio-economic back-

ground as well as fam1l.y' functions.

Two final questions did not refer to fam-
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and possibly bearing some relationship to certain factors of family life. A
copy of the questionnaire can be found in the Appendix.
A pretest was d one by sending 20 questionnaires to members of another
religious conununity in Chicago.

The results of this pretest showed that the

questionnaire seemed sufficiently c lear and complete, consequently no revision
was attempted.
The Sample
For the final research, the recipients

or

professed members

or

the questionnaires were all

the religious comm:w11ty under study, meaning that they

had already taken vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience.

No question was

designed to learn how lI&IlY of the members were as yet in temporary vows.

Ac-

cording to Canon Law, any individual before taking perpetual vows must first
take temporary vows for a period of at least three years. 44 It is customary
in the community under study to take temporary vows for a period of' five years.
Since the age of the respondents ranged from 20 to 84 years and with 18.7 per
cent in the 20-29 categor,y, it is assumed that a small percentage were under
temporar,y vows.

Recent statistics show that approximately 92 per cent of tMs

age category (20-29) have thus far persevered in religion (after taking vows),
so it is most likely that the chance of these not continuing the religious pr
fession is slight.

The percentage of those persevering in religious life in

the last half centur,y is approximately' 90.
44Louis Fanfani and Kevin D. O'Rourke, Canon Law for Religious Women
(Dubuque: The Priory Press, 1961), p. 230.
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A sufficient number of

questi~es

was sent to each of religious

establishments in the community (except five houses consisting of a minimum
number of four or less) to give all who might take sufficient interest an opp!>rt'Wlity to complete the questionnaire.
were made.

Of the 400 sent, 352 ueeable returns

It might be mentioned here that nine sets of questionnaire. had

duplicated fardly backgro'Wld due to sister-to-sister blood relationships.

In

these cases, since a duplication would have distorted true findings, the items
were coded only once for the tabulations.

CHAPTER In

RESULTS OF THE QUESTIONNAIRES
Since the questionnaire was based upon the social functions of the
family as defined by Zimmerman, the data will be interpreted in a siJrdlar
methodical arrangement.

In the first portion of this chapter an analysis of

the questions pertaining to child-bearing and its implicit function of childrearing will be made.

Subsequent to this will be an interpretation of that

part dealing with fidelity and unity.

Of the three family functions, the firs

child-bearing and rearing, because of the nature of this particular study, will
receive the greatest emphasiSe

This will include those factors of the parents'

background that might have influenced the respondent in any

w~

concerning the

acceptance of the religious vocation.
Responses Relating To Child-bearing and Rearing
Initially, it will prove helpful to survey the range in age of the
respondents in order to get a more accurate perspective of the questionnaire
resul ts.

The subjects range from twenty to eighty-four years with the mode

(23.3 per cent) in the 50-59 category, and the median in the 40-49 group.
Fifty-four per cent of the respondents are under fifty years of age.
Previous surveys have touched upon education as a factor relating to
religious vocations.

The present survey indicates that of the 351 respondents

answering this question,

44.4

per cent had completed at least twelve years of
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education prior to entry and 25.6 per cent had completed only eight years of
acho:>ling.

Four per cent of the respondents completed leas than eight years of

education.

Only 19 per cent of the 351 respondents went beyond twelve years of

education, tw having completed college work and in addition had received highel
degrees before entering religious lite.
TABLE 1
A.GE OF THE RESPONDENTS AT THE TIME OF
ANSWERING THE QUESTIONNAIRES

Age Categories

Number

Percentage

20-29
.30-39
40-49
50-59
60-69
10-19

64
49

18.7
14.3
21.0
23.3
14.0

SO-Over
Total

72

80
48
26
4

343

7.6
1.2
100.0

Ot the 346 responding to the question concerning school type, 12.5 per
cent attended a parochial school for their entire education with only 8.1 per
receiving & public school education. The remaining 18.8 per cent were exposed
to both environments of public and Catholic education.
No significant differences appear in the type of education received by
the respondents according to age groups.45 The 20-39 age group has the smalle8t
45,-he age group used in this study will be 20-39 years, 40-59 years, ane

~O years and over.
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representati~n

(6.l per cent) from the public scho~l.

Might the recent empha-

sis upon the secularization of public schools (including those statfed b,y
religious sisters) be a factor in the decrease 'If vocations from the public
schools if such is' the case?

111e 40-59 age group shows a 10.7 per cent repre-

sentation from the public school; the 6O-over age group gives 9.3 per cent of
the respondents who had received all of their education in the public school.
A further breakdown of the statistical data shows the largest percentage of
public education having been received b,y the respondents from the rural areas

(19.5) per cent.)

Only two cases appeared in which the respondents from the

small town46 received a public school education and only four cases from the
larger urban areas.
TABLE 2

TYPE OF EDUCATION RECEIVED .BY THE RESPONDk,mS
Type :"If FAuca ti on

Parochial
Public
Mixed
Total

Number
,

251
.30

Percentage
72.5
8.7

65

18.8

346

100.0

46The community types as used in the comparisons will include rural

~rea8 (rural farm and rural village), town

O,OOO).

(2,5OO-9,999), and city (over
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TABLE 3
TYPE OF EDUCATION ACCORDING TO AGE GROUPS
Type of
Education

Parochial.
Public
Mixed
Total

60-Over

40-59

20-39

Percentage

Percentage

Number

Number

Percentage

Number

83
7
24

72.8
6.1
21.1

105
16
29

70.0
10.7
19.3

56
7
12

74.7
9.3
16.0

114

100.0

150

100.0

75

100.0

TABLE 4
TYPE OF EDUCATION ACCORDING TO COMMUNITY TYPE
of
Education

Rural

Type

Parochial
Public
Mixed
Total

City

Town

Number

Percentage

71
24
28

57.7
19.5
22.8

17
2
10

58.6
6.9
34.5

151
24

84.4
2.2
13.4

123

100.0

29

100.0

179

100.0

Number

Percentage Ilumber

1"

Percentage

Of the 347 responses made concerning the aspirancy, 40.6 per cent indicated that they had been aspirants for at least one year.

or

these (40.6 per

cent), about one-third (32.9 per cent) attended the aspirancy school for aD. fom
years.

This small percentage is partly due to entrance rules concerning the

~~
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of applicants for religious life, since it is only since 1933 that those received into the community must have completed their eighteenth year before
official acceptance into the COMmunity.

Of those responding to the question

concerning their age at entry, in the event that this

W<iS

done before graduatio

from high school, 46.1 per cent entered religious life before they could possibly have completed f:nlI' years of aapirancy since the entry age of this group of
respondents ranged from fourteen years and up with a mode of seventeen years.
The highest percentage (59.7) of respondents who had been aspirants
or at least one year came tram the urban community.

The rural areae were

represented with 30.9 per cent; the small town with 9.4 per cent. ACCOrding
to the total repreaentation of the respondents from the various community types
the urban community haa a slightly higher percentage of aspirants than the rur
area..

In viewing all respondents in the study, ,3.8 per cent came from the

city; 37.0 per cent came from the rural area..

(See Table 2$).

TABLE ,
NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS ATTENDING

ASPIRANCY SCHOOL
-.

Attended Aapirancy School
Yes
No
Total

Number

Percentage

141

206

40.6
,9.4

347

100.0
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In the case of the 160 respondents who ware not in the aspirancy and
attended high echool prior to entry, 31.9 per cent were product. of girls'
schools, 61.3 per cent at coeducational, and 6.9 per cent of coinstitutional
schools.

~early

two-thirds of these respondents came fr'3lll the coeducatitmal

schools where the community is engaged.

The 8lIlall percentage of those from

girl.' and coinstitutional schools i. most

l1ke~

due to the fact that the

coeducational has been the predominant type in which the community in the
American Province has been involved.
TABLE 6
TYPE OF COMMUNITY IN WHICH ASPIRANTS WERE REARED
Type of C3I1Il'luni ty

Rural
Town
City
Total

NWlber

Percentage

43
13
83

59.7

139

100.0

30.9

9.4

21
TABLE 1
TYPE OF HIGH SCHOOL ATTENDF..D

BY THE RESPONDENTS
Type 'If High School
Girls'
Coeducational
Coinstitutional
Total

Number

Percentage

Sl
98
11

31.9
61.3
6.9

160

100.0

The question concerning the place and b,y wham the respondent was
reared was specifically defined as limiting the childhood up to fourteen years
'Jf age.

Of the

at home.

341 responding, 91.1 per cent said that they had been reared

'l'his does not presuppose being reared under the influence of both

parents in all cases.

Indications were given that 14.3 per cent of their

mothers were no longer living at the time of their entry.

Thirty-five respon;-

dents had experienced the mother's death prior to fourteen years of age.
same number had llst their fathers through death before the
their childhood.
s1ight~

The percentage of the father's

de~th

completi~

of

prior to entry was

higher, with an 18.6 per cent.

or

the 8.9 per cant who were not reared at home, eight lived with a

relative, one with a friend, and twenty-one at an orphanage.

One of the re-

spondents included in this percentage gave no indication to where she was
reared.

The
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TABLE 8
PARlmTS OF THE RESPONDENTS LIVING
AT THE TIME OF ENTRY INTO RF.J.IGION

Mother Living

Yes

No

Humber

Percentage

85.7

299

14.3

SO
349

Total

100.0

.,

Father Living

Number

Percentage

Yes

281

No

64

81.4
18.6

345

100.0

Total

TABLE 9
CHILDHOOD SETTING OF THE RESPONDENTS

Reared by

Number

Parent(s)
Relative
P'r1end
Orphanage

316

T'ltal

346

8

1
21

Percentage

91.3
2.3
.3
6.1

100.0
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There were ))1 responses given to the question concerning family size.
The mode is five-six-seven number of children.

The high percentage of large

families placed the mean at 7.0 number of children in the family.

The present

study shows 53.1 per cent of the respondents c?ming from families with seven
or more children, in contrast to 15.2 per cent from families of low-order
births and )1.7 per cent from families of medium births.
A cultural value is evident in comparing
groups.

fami~

size according to age

Table 11 shows that the low-order births has the highest percentage

(27.5) in the 20-)9 age group. In each successive group it decreases with
percentages of 10.9 and 8.) respectively. 1'he large family (1 or more chUdren) appears most

frequent~

in the 6O-over group with a percentage of 68.1

and decreasing with a 56.5 per cent for the 40-59 group and )6.1 per cent for
'the 20-)9 group.
Does family rank bear significantly on religious vocations? In this
study the findings show an unusua.lJ.y high percentage (44.9) in the oldestyoungest category with the remaining 55.1 per cent having been anywhere between
the oldest and youngest.

It is conjectured that some of the respondents from.

the very large families (defined as seven andover) placed themselves in the
oldest-youngest oategory when they were second in rank whether oldest or
youngest. A few respondents gave indication of this on the questionnaires.
In oomparing the oldest and the youngest, the difference is found to be very
small, 21.6 per cent being the oldest as against 23.) per oent as the youngest
member of the family.
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TABLE 10
FAMILY SIZE OF '!HE RESPONDENTS

Number of Children

4
19
26
2,
39
38
38
27
32
23
20
9
14
7
1

1.2
,.9
8.1
7.8
12.1
11.8
U.8
8.4
9.9
7.1
6.2
2.8
4.4
2.2
.3

322

100.0

One
Two
Three

Four
Five
Six

Seven
Eight

Nine
Ten
Eleven
Twelve
Thirteen

Fourteen

Fifteen
Total

Percentage

Frequency

FAMILY SIZE ACCORDOO TO AGE GROUPS

Number of
Children

20-39
~umber

Percentage

1-3
4-6
7-<>ver

30
39
40

27.5
3,.8
36.7

Total

109

100.0

Percentage

Number

Percentage

16
48
83

10.9
32.6
,6.,

6
17
49

8.3
23.6
68.1

147

100.0

. 72

100.0

Number

,
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The largest percentage of the oldest and youngest in familY rank came
rom the urban community.

Of those indicating that they were the oldest, 73

aponaea could be categorized according to comIlnmity type.

It was found that

1.6 per cent of the oldest in. the family rank were from the urban community;
6.1 per cent from the rural area; and 12.3 per cent from the town.

Of the 76

ndicating their rank as the youngest, $6.6 per cent were from the city; 3.5
r cent from the rural community; and 7.9 per cent from the town.
According to age categories there appears one significant pattern, that
f the 2<>-39 age group having the largest percentage (41.3) of youngest in
Of the 40-$9 age group,

amily rank which decreases with the other age groups.

6.3 per cent were the youngest; of the 6o-over age group, 22.7 per cent fell in
his category.
TABLE 12

FAMILY RANK OF THE RESPONDENTS
Rank in Family

Oldest
Middle
Youngest
Total

Number

Percentage

189
60

74

21.6
SS.l
23.3

343

100.0
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TABLE 13
FAMILY RANK ACCORDING TO COMMUNITY TYPE
IN WHICH RESPONDENT WAS REARED
Type of
Community"

Oldest

Youngest

Middle

Number

Percentage

Number

Percentage

Number

Percentage

Rural
Town
City

19
9
45

26.1
12.3
61.6

18
15
89

42.9
8.2
48.9

21
6
43

35.5
7.9
56.6

Total

73

100.0

182

100.0

76

100.0

TABLE 14
FAMILY RANK ACCORDING TO AGE GROUPS
Oldest

Age

Youngest

Middle

Groups
Number

Percentage

Number

Percentage

Number

Percentage

20-39
40-59
60-0ver

25
30
15

35.7
42.9
21.4

52
89
39

28.9
49.4
21.1

31
27
11

41.3
36.0
22.1

Total

70

100.0

150

100.0

15

100.0

Do large families produce more religious vocations than the smaller
families?

It has already been pointed out that the large family (defined as

seven or more children) has a higher representation in this sample than the
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small family (one to three children).

Father Fichter argues, as other critics

have done, that in larger families the statistical probability that more than
one follow religious vocation in any single family grows as the number of children in the family increases. 47

The question relllains whether this is a unique

phenomenon for religious vocations or whether this is applicable to other professions as well.
In this study, the findings pertaining to other religious in the family
indicate that )6.6 per cent of the respondents had a brother or sister or both
in religious lite.

or

the 343 answering the question, 63.2 per cent said that

they were the only members of the immediate family following the religious vocation.

or

Of the above respondents, thirty-seven had brothers in the priesthood.

these seven had two brothers in the priesthood and one had three priest

brothers.

Nineteen indicated having other members of the family in the re-

ligious brotherhood.
life.

Seventy-three responded as having sisters in religious

or these, 26 had more than one sister in religiOUS life. Whether some

members of the family were influenced by other religious in the family or
whether other social factors carried more weight is undetermined by this study.

47Fichter, Religion As An Occupation, p.

l .
'.

35.

NUMBER

OR RESPONDENTS

WITH

OTHER. RELIGIOUS IN THE FAMILY

Other Religious in Family

Number

Percentage

123
211

)6.8
63.2

334

100.0

Yes

No

Total
Priests (Number)
One

Two
Three

29
7

1

Brothers (Number) Sisters (Number)

15

One

Two
Three

1
3

)8
One
Two
16
Three
7
Four
3

The religious behavior of parents appears to be a significant factor
in fostering vocations.

From this limited study an accurate answer cannot be

given concerning the nourishing of religious vocations in a ndxed marriage,
but in this sample it is clearly evident that miXed marriages make up only

4.9 per cent. The importance of the mother

in the home is obvious; so it

would appear that the religion of the mother would have a greater influence
upon the child than that of the father.
of the mothers as Catholics as against

The findings show about 99.1 per cent

95.7 per cent of the fathers.

),
TABLE 16
RELIGIOUS .AFFILIATIONS OF THE
PARENTS OF THE RESPONDENTS

,

Mother

Number

Catholic
Lutheran
Methodist

34)

Total

346

2
1

Father

~ber

,

Catholic
))2
Lutheran
)
Methodist
EpisconA1iSlt'!
1
.
)
other
None
:3

347

Onl1 286 responses were given to the question concerning the education
of the mother.
school.

Of these, a percentage of )8.1 did not complete eight grades of

Perhaps this is due to the fact that 46.1 per cent of the respondents

themselves were fifty years or over, thus it is ver;{ probable that the parents
of most of these respondents had a minimal education.
2).1 per cent of the mothers went beyond eighth grade.

completed high school and onl1

4.9

Of the total responses,
Of these,

8.4

per cent

per cent went beyond a high school educa-

tion. There was onl1 one case of a mother completing college.
Concerning the father's education, 273 resporuses were given.

The per-

centage of fathers not completing eight years is a bit less than the mothers,
since 3".9 per cent fell in this category. Approx1ma.tely the same percentage
(22.7) went beyond eight years of education; of these 10.6 per cent completed
a high school education with only ,., per cent pursuing higher education.There were four cases in which the father completed a graduate program.

The similarity of amount of education for parents is ver,y evident.
This pattern was already discernible with individual questionnaires.

It must

be mentioned that difficulty was entailed in answering this question accuratel¥
by all the respondents since

~

of their parents were frQR European countries

The European system of education is diss1milar to the American system, thus
some of the respondents found it difficult to use the form designed for this
question.

From the data on hand, an investigation was made concerning the

difference in education of both parents.

The results show .$4.6 per cent or

1.$2 of the respondents specifYing that both parents had an equal amount of education.

Those having a difference of three or more years amounted to 20.9 per

cent of the parents of the respondents.
The question concerning national1ty-descent revealed that both mothers
and fathers of German descent predominate, with 62 per cent for the mothers and

64 •.$ per cent for the fathers. This is easily understood since the comlnunity
under study originated in Germany a bit over a century ago and the American
Province has been established here since 1868. Also, the American Province
began in Fort W81lle, Indiana, one of the predominantl¥ German settlements in
the Midwest. 48 Even though the German-descent group is still in the majority,
it is evident from the survey that it is not exclusivel¥ a German community.
Due

to the data processing,

be coded for tabulation.

on~

Thus the researcher found an accumulation of

or a 12.6 per cent identified as

4~eagher, p. 173.

a limited number of possible responses could

It

44 cases

othertl since their particular responses could
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not be added to the coding responses. A similar situation was found for the
fathers since 40 cases or

11.5

per cent were included in "other."

Irish

nationality-descent ranks second with a 24 or 6.9 per cent for the mothers and
22 or 6.3 per cent for the fathers.

These percentages compared with that give

for the German descent reveals the wide variety of nationality-descent which i
particularly evident on those questionnaires of the more recent entrants.
categorizing nationalities according to age groups, it is found that the Oa
nationality has a high representation in each group.

(See Table 18).

other nationality groups are slightly higher for the younger groups.
TABLE 17
NATIONALITY-DESCENT OF THE
PARENTS OF THE

Mother
German
American
Hungarian

Irish
Italian
Polish
French

Lithuanian
English
other
Total

Bomber
21$

15

5

24
7
12

17
3

5
44
347

RESPOND~TS

Father
German
American
Hungarian

Irish
Italian
Polish
French
Lithuanian
English
Other

Number
225
10

5

22
7

13

15
3
9

40

349

The

In
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TABLE 18
NATIONALI'l'Y DESCENT ('!'HOSE WITH HIGHF..sT REPRESEN'l'ATION) OF THE
FATHERS OF THE RESPONDENTS ACCORDING TO AGE GROUPS

Age
Groups

20-39
40-S9

60-0ver

Total

Number of Respondents
German

Irish

French

Polish

73

17

60

1

S
S
2

S
5
3

22S

22

12

13

92

6

The large percentage of German representation and the other varied
nationalities present a difficulty in seeing possible correlations between
nationality and education of parents.
al1t~es

In an effort to compare the four nation-

most frequently represented, it was found that only one of the fathers

of Polish descent had completed a high school education; ten of Irish descent
and 21 of the fathers

or

German descent had finished high school.

One father

of Irish descent had some college education, seven of German descent had partial college training with six others completing college work.

The highest

amount of education indicated for the fathers of French descent was one father
with part high school.
Interpretations of occupations presents a problem since exact information leads to a multiplicity of different types of responses.

The classifica-

tion of occupations used in this survey is based on that defined by Basr and
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Roeber in Occupational Information. 49 A slight revision (See table) was necessary to get a more accurate picture of the mothers' occupations. Respondents
were asked to be specific in recording the parents' occupations; the researcher
then placed the occupations in their proper categories.
No question direct)J inquired as to whether the mother waS a "working
mother."

It is evident from the mothers' occupations given that 84.1 per cent

did not hold an outside job. Of the 15.9 per cent engaged in other occupations
outside of the h0m8 6

4.6

per cent fell in "clerical" work.

Of the 332 responses giving the lather's occupation, a high of 28.0 per
cent were categorized as manual workers, with 27.4 per cent as agricultural
workers.
TABLE 19

OCCUPATIONAL CLASSES OF THE PARENTS OF THE RESPONDENTS
Mother

Number

Professional

9

Managerial

2

Clerical
Sales
Service
Manual

Housewife
Other

15
3

11
6

275

6

Father
Professional
Technical
Managerial

Clerical
Service
Agricultural
Mechanical
Manual

Other
Total

327

Number

5

26

34

34

19
91

17
93
13
332

49Max F. Baer and Edward C. Roeber, Occupational Information (Chicagl)s
Science Research Association, Inc., 1958), PP. Wo.
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Nearly 100 per cent identified their families as belonging to the working class and middle class, 61.4 and 32.2 per cent, respectively.

An objective

classification was made by the researcher based on Hollingshead's Two-Factor
Index of social class.'O

The required information concerning occupation and

education of the father was complete on 270 questionnaires.

Of these a. com-

bined 11.1 per cent comprised the first three classes with 64.8 per cent in
Class IV and 24.1 per cent in Class V.
According to

age

groups, the subjective classification of social class

shows a significant difference in the percentage given for the middle and
working classes.

The

40-,9 group has the highest percentage (74.3) in the

working class; the 60-over group has the lW8st percentage (58.7). The youngest group had 6,.8 per cent placing their families in the working class.

The

remainder of each group was placed in the ndddle class with the exception of
one case.

TABLE 20
SUBJECTIVE OLASSIFIOATION OF SOCIAL OLASS OF THE RESPONDENTS

Social Class
Upper
Middle

'Working
Lower
Total

Number

Percentage

0

.0

113

32 •.3

236

67.4

1

.3

350

100.0

,OAugust B. Hollingshead and Frederick C. Redlich, Social Class and
(New Yorks John Wiley & Sons, 19,8), pp. 398-&07.

Mental Illness

TABLE 21
SOCIAL CLASS OF THE 11'AMILIES OF THE RESPONDENTS
AS BASED ON HOLLINGSHEAD'S TWO-FACTOR INDEX
Social Class
Class
Clasa
Class
Class
Class

I
II
III
IV

V

Total

Number

Percentage

3
10
17
175
65

1.1
3.7
6.3

64.6

24.1

100.0

270

TABLE 22

SUBJECTIVE CLASSD'ICATION OF SOCIAL CLASS
ACCORDING TO AGE GROUPS

20-39

Social

40-59

60-0ver

Class

Number

Percentage

Number

Percentage

Number

Percentage

0

38

0

75
1

38

Lower

0.0
33.3
65.8
.9

110
0

0.0
25.7
74.3
0.0

0
33
47
0

0.0
41.3
58.7
0.0

Total

114

100.0

148

100.0

80

100.0

Upper
Middle
Working

The Germans and the Irish, the two nationalities most

frequent~

repre-

sented in this study, according to the subjective classitication of social
class both have slightly over 60 per cent in the working class with the remainder in the middle class.

The next in number, the French and Polish, each

indicated eleven in the working class with a combined three for the middle
class.
TABLE 23
SUBJECTIVE CLASSIFICATION CF SOCIAL CLASS
ACCORDING TO NATIONALITY

Irish

German

Social

French

Polish

Class
Nuaber

Percentage

Number

Percentage

Number

Number

0
79

0
9
15
0

0.0
37.5

0

0

24

Upper
Middle
Working
Lower

146
0

0.0
3,.1
64.9
0.0

Total

225

100.0

1

62.,

2

11

0.0

0

11
0

100.0

12

13

The 351 responses concerning the financial status of their families
revealed that in this particular sample, religious vocations flourished in the
families evaluating their economic condition as moderate.

or

the total re-

sponses, 85.8 par cent considered themselves as falling in this category.
one respondent defined the economic status of her family as rich.

On~

43
A sign1ticant difference appears in the objective study of social class
done by the researcher and the economic status of the families as estimated by
the respondents.

It is very probable that many of the respondents did not knaw

the financial position of their parents, thus their estimations became selfdefined terms.

A lack of statistical data concerning an objective measurement

of the economic status of the families gives little accuracy to the total situation.

Perhaps this accounts for the discrepancy in the data concerning the

objective classification of social class and the respondents' estimations of
economic status of their families.
TABLE

24

ECONOMIC STATUS OF THE FAMILIES
AS ESTIMATED BY THE RESPONDENTS

Economic Status

Rich
Well Off
Moderate
Poor
Total

Number

Percentage

1
13
301
36

3.7

10.3

3,1

100.1

.)
8,.8

or the 338 responses made concerning the type of community

in which the

respondents were reared, 182 ('l.8 per cent) stated that they had lived most of
their childhood in a city, defined as 10,000 and over.

Further inquiry was

made concerning size of city and the frequency of religious vocations.

Almost

h4
half (43.6 per cent) of the 163 respondents from cities over 10,OOOactuall.y

were reared in a city of 1,000,000 or over.

The cities of 2,,000 to 99,999

follow next with 23.9 per cent.
The large percentage of 37 from the rural areas (24 per cent from rural
farms; 13 per cent from rural villages) can be partially explained.

The commu-

nity conducts a number of grammar schools in rural localities which undoubtedly
has helped recruitment to some degree.

On a percentage basis, the rural area

appears to be over-represented in this study.

The small town (defined as 2,500 ~

9,999) has a percentage of 9.2.
One of the problems concerning entrance into religious life revolves
around the attitude of some parents toward giving up a son or a daughter.

This

survey reveals that a small percentage of both parents presented opposition to
their daughter's entrance with 11.2 per cent from the mother and 9.3 per cent
from the father.

The attitude of the mother was considered favorable b,y 84.0

per cent of the respondents with a slightly smaller percentage of 80.3 for the
rather.

The remaining parents were indUferent about the matter.

A greater

frequency of opposition occurred in the 20-39 age group since thirty parents
objected to their daughter's entrance into religious li:fe.

Twenty-two parents

of the 40-,9 group presented opposition to entry; ten parents of the 60-over
age group

opposed~

This question concerning attitude of parents was answered

by 313 giving the mother's attitude and 300 the father's.

These reduced totals

are undersUmdable since it was previously indicated that 14.3 per cent of the
mothers and 18.6 per cent or the rathers were not living at the time or the
respondents t entry into religious 1i£e.
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TABLE 2.5
TYPE OF COMMUNITY IN WICH RESPONDENTS WERE REARED

TYPe

of Community

Rural Farm
Rural Village (under
Town (2,500-9,999)
City (over 10,000)

Total
Size of City

10,000-24,999
2.5,000-99,999
100,000-999,999

1,000,000 or over
Total

2,.5000~

~umber

Percentage

81
44
31
182

24.0
13.0
9.2
.53.8

338

100.0

~umber

Percentage

24
39
29
71

14.7
23.9
17.8
43.6

163

100.0

When asked about persons influencing their choice of vocation, 39 (12.
per cent) of the respondents indicated that their mother had influenced them the
most in their choice of a religious vocation as against 2.8 per cent for the
father.
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TABLE 26

ATTITUDE

OF

PARENTS

TOWARD

THE

RESPONDENTS' ENTRY INTO RELIGIOUS LIFE

Attitude of Mother
Opposed
Indifferent
Favorable
Total
Attitude of Father
Opposed
IndUferent
Favorable
Total

Nwraber

Percentage

),

ll.2

26)

84.0

)1)

100.0

Number

Percentage

4.8

1,

28

9.)

)1

241

10.)
80.4

)00

100.0

Since the respondents themselves were all religious sisters, they would
have been more greatly influenced by other religious sisters than by priests in
their vocational aspirations. Such is revealed in this survey since only 8.0
per cent recognized the priest as the greatest factor with 4).6 per cent indicating that the religious sister was most influential. The researcher asked
the respondents to specify if in their case there were any other influences
besides those listed. Four respondents indicated relatives in religion as
being important factors in their decision.

A large percentage of

)).7

listed

their own unique influences which ranged from "my own inner convictions" to "no
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one in particular."

It is striking to note how many felt that no one had in-

fluenced them but recognized it as the working of grace.

This was indicated b

responses such as, "desire increased when I began 'bo receive daily Communion,"
"in answer to prayer to the Holy Spirit," "through spiritual reading," and "my
greatest desire--im.planted by God."

In those cases where the respondents gave

credit to both parents it was included in the "other" in the table since the
researcher was interested to know i f one parent received credit.
Table 27
INFLUENCE UPON THE RESPONDENTS IN THE
CHOICE OF THE RELIGIOUS VOCATION

Type of Influence
Mother
Father
Priest
Sister
other
Total

Number

Percentage

39
9
26
142

12.0
2.8
8.0

110

43.6
33.7

326

100.1

It would seem most probable that th~se influenced by the religious
teacher would have entered as soon as possible since the loss of close contact
tends to bring about disinterestedness concerning the following of a religiOUS
vocation if this was the Significant influence.

54.7

or those completing high schoo

per cent said that they entered religious life the year of graduation rr

high school.

or the 142 respondents who indicated the religious sister as
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being most influential in their choice of a religious vocation,

pleted high school.

Of those high school graduates,

these respondents did not enter as soon as possible.

41.1

95

had com-

per cent or 39 of

This means that 58.9 per

cent of the high school graduates who indicated that the religious sister was
influential in her choice of vocation entered religious 11fe the year of her
graduation from high school.

Perhaps the sizable percentage of belated voca-

tiona from this group indicates the strength and endurance of the influence of
the teaching or nursing sister, since a year or more of totally different personal contacts in the economic and social life did not eradicate the aspirations of these somewhat belated candidates to religious life.

or

those who

delayed entrance, 58 respondents indicated the length of time, ranging from
one to twelve years with 41.4 per cent waiting one year and 19.0 per cent for
two years before entering.

Nineteen years was the mean of entrance age for

this somewhat delayed group.
Reference has already been made of those who entered before graduating
from high school.
years.

The modal age was seventeen ,.ears; the mean was eighteen

It might be recalled again that the entry rules of previous decades

factor in these given results.
were a highly significant
,
The respondents were asked to check categories concerning discipline of
each parent. A percentage of 31.1 considered their fathers to be strict as
against 20 per cent for the mothers.

"Moderate" best describes the diSCipline

for the majority of parents as was the case with 74.0 per cent of the mothers
and 62.8 per cent for the fathers.

Only 5.7 per cent considered their mothers
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to have been permissive with 6.1 per cent of the fathers having been placed in
this descriptive categor,y.
TABLE 28

AGE OF THE RESPONDENTS AT THE TIME OF ENTRANCJ<;

Entered Year of Graduation
Yes
No
Total
Years Waited After Graduation
One
Two
Three
Four
Five-Nine
Ten and Over

Total

Percentage

104
86

54.7
45.3

190

100.0
Number

24
11

6
4
9
4

58

Age of Non-Graduates

11&
15

16

17
18
19
20-24
25-29
30 and Over
Total

Number

NUIIlber

2
13
16
33
24

u

27
9
2

137
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TABLE 29
PARENTAL DISCIPLINE AS EVALUATED BY THE RESPONDENTS
Mother

Number

Percentage

Strict
Moderate
Permissive

67
249
19

20.0
74.3
5.7

Total

335

100.0
;

Father

Number

Percentage

Strict
Moderate
PeX'lllissive

101
204
20

31.1
62.8
6.1

Total

325

100.0

What relationship does a religious vocation have to happiness in the
home? This survey reveals that 6.7 per cent or the respondents subjectively
evaluated their childhood as unhappy or very unhappy, with only 5 or 1.5 per
cent or these considering theirs as very unhappy.

This study indicates that

a total of 93.3 per cent checked items evaluating their childhood as either
happy or very happy.
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TABLE.30
ESTIMATE OF HAPPINESS IN THE HOME AS
EV!WATED BY THE RESPONDENTS
Degree of HappineSS

Humber

Percentage

Very Happy
Happy
Unhapp;y
Var;y Unhappy

104
216

)0.)
6).0
5.2

18
5

1.5
100.0

343

Total

If the respondent evaluated her childhood as a happy one, it is pre-

sumed that the child's interests were also those of her parents.
gested in this survey since

94.1 per cent specifically' expressed that their

parents always or often showed an interest in their activities.
percentage of

Such was sug-

Only 20 or a

5.•9 claimed that their parents seldom gave their attention to

activities of their youth.

TABLE Jl
PARENTAL INTEREST IN ACTIVITIES OF THE RESPONDENTS PRIOR TO ENTRY
Frequenc;y of Interest
Always
Often
Seldom
Never

Total

Number

Percentage

21)
107
20
0

31.5
5.9

340

100.0

62.6
0.0

$2
It follows thatit' parents expressed interest in the activities of
their children, this interest and concern would also include their social activities as an adolescent or a young adult.

Consequently, it seems most likely

that the dating patterns of the respondents were also of interest to the parents.

Frequent dating for some respondents does not necessarily suggest

permissiveness on the part of the parents; it is probable that sorne of the
respondents entertained aspirations of marriage prior to their delayed decision
of following the religious profession.

Thus it ntigl1t not be too surprising to

note that with a few, (2.4 per cent) the pattern of dating was as frequent
three or more times

8.

week.

8.S

Those indicating a frequency in dating of about

twice a week ranked a $.5 percentage of the 327 responses.
(46.$ per cent) said that they had never dated.

Nearly' one-ha.lf

This last indication did not

appear as frequently on the questionnaires of the more recent entrants as compared with those entering earlier, which again is partially due to changed
entrance rules and the cultural system of the times.
Table 33 shows the dating patterns of the respondents according to age
divisions.

No dating occurred for 32.$ per cent of the 20-39 category; 4$.1

per cent for the 40-$9 group; and
spondents.

On the

64.2 per cent for the 6o-over group

of re-

other hand, there was a larger percentage in t he more fre-

quent categories of dating for the younger than the older groups.

This is

some indication of changing cultural patterns in the area of dating.
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TABLE 32

DATING PATTERNS OF RESPONDENTS PRIOR TO ENTRY

or

Number

Percentage

Never
Once or Twice a Year
About Once AMonth
About Once A. Week
About Twice.A Week
Three or More A Week

lS2
72
.36
41
18
8

46.5
22.0
12.6
5.5
2.4

Total

.327

100.0

Frequency

Dating

ll.O

TABLE .3.3
DATING PATTERNS OF RESPONDENTS ACCORDING TO AGE GROUPS

20-.39

Frequency
or Dating

Number
Never
Once or Twice
a Year
About Once
a Month
About Onee
aWeek
About Twice
aWeek
Three or
More a
Week
Total

60-0ver

40-59

Percentage

Number

Percentage

Number

Percentage

.37

.32.5

65

45.1

4.3

64.2

29

25.4

36

25.0

10

14.8

19

16.7

1.3

9.0

6

9.0

18

15.7

19

1.3.2

5

7.5

6

5 •.3

8

5.6

.3

4.5

5

4.4

J

2.1

0

0.0

114

100.0

144

100.0

67

100.0

No signif'icant differences appeared in the comparison of dating patems and community type in which respondent was reared.

The urban area had the

largest number (49.1 per cent) who never dated but also the largest number (3.5
per cent) who dated three or more t:1mes a week.
TABLE

.34

DATING PATTERNS OF RESPONDENTS ACCORDING TO TYPE OF
OO"1MUNITY IN WHICH RESPONDENT WAS REARED
Frequency
of Dating

fRura1
~umber

Never
Once or 'l'wice
a Year
About Once
a Month
About Once
a Week
About Twice
a Week
Three or
More a
Week
Total

City

Town
Percentage

Number

Percentage

Number

Perce.n tage

44

39.3

9

30.0

85

49.1

23

20.5

8

26.7

43

24.9

19

17.0

7

23.3

10

5.8

17

15.2

4

13.3

21

12.1

7

6.2

2

6.7

8

4.6

2

1.8

0

0.0

6

3.5

ll2

100.0

30

100.0

173

100.0

The respondents evaluated the attitude of their parents towards dating.
Since 46.5 per cent never dated, only 209 gave a response.

There were

.34 (16.3

per cent) who considered their parents to be overprotective conceming dating;
121 (57.9 per cent) said their parents were madera te; and 54 (25.8 per cent)
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In comparing the re-

thought their parents rather permissive toward dating.

sponses given to the description of parental discipline to their attitude on
dating, there appears a difference of about 20 per cent in the direction of
permissivene8s.

Most likely, the element of age enters to cause this signifi-

cant change.
A comparison was made of age categories conceming the respondents'
evaluation of the attitude of their parents toward dating to ascertain aQY reflection of changing cultural patterns.
in the 20-39 and the 40-59 groups.

No significant differences appeared

The 6O-over group of respondents indicated

35.3 per cent of parents taking a permissive attitude toward dating.

This is

an increase of 9.1 per cent over the 20-39 group and 13.3 per cent over the
40-59 group.

Since only

34 of the 60-over age

group are represented in the

data concerning parental attitude toward dating, conclusions must be very
limited.
TABLE 35

PARENTAL ATTITUDE TOWARD DATING
Parental Attitude
Over-protective
Moderate
Permissive
Total

Number

34

Percentage

54

16.)
57.9
25.8

209

100.0

121
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TABLE

.36

PARENTAL ATTITUDE TOWARD DATOO ACCORDING TO AGE GROUPS

20-39

Parental
Attitude

40-59

Number Percentage
OverProtective
Moderate
Pemissive

14
48
22

16.7
57.1
16.2

Total

84

100.0

60-0ver

Number Percentage

Number Percentage

56
20

16.5
61.$
22.0

6
16
12

17.6
47.1
35.3

91

100.0

J4

100.0

15

Responses Relating to Fidel!ty
The statistics given previously concerning happiness in the home of th
respondents suggests that fidelity in marriage prevailed among the parents.
This is the case in this study with a percentage of 96.3 of the responses show
tog fidelity of parents toward their marriage vows.

Of the parents who were

unfaithful to their vows (13 cases), six were separated.

There were fiTe cases

of fathers receiving a divorce and four for the mothers.

Inquiry was made as

to remarriage in case of divorce.
three for the fathers.

Four listed remarriages for the mothers and

There seems to be a discrepancy with this information

as compared to that given for the number of remarriages for each parent.

To

this, an account was given of five mothers remarrying with one of these remarrying twice; four fathers remarried, two of these twice.

In the event that the
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respondent indicated a remarriage after the death of a first wife, this was not
included in the reJ.U.rriage since this connotes no relationship to unfaithfulness in marriage, the point of the quest1on.
Of the eleven responses given where marriage vows were broken, two
occurred between one to five years atter marriage, three between six to ten
years, and in six. cases the marriage had lasted more than ten years.
A further breakdown of the data was undertaken to see if possiblY a
relationship existed between the frequency of divorce among the parents of the
respondents and the type of community in which the respondent was reared.

Of

the thirteen divorces or separations reported, three were from the rural eommu
nity, one from the small town and nine from the CitY'_

Of these, nine were

parents of respondents in the 20-39 age group and four in the 40-59 group.

A.

further inquiry of marriage infidelitY' shows that four of the above cases of
infidelity were mixed marriages.

Even though the sample is small, it is an

indication of a cultural change concerning marriage fidelity_
TABLE

37

MARRIAGE FIDELITY OF THE PARENTS OF THE RESPONDENTS

Fidelity of Parents
Yes
No
Total

Number

Percentage

337
13

96.3
).7

350

100.0
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Inquiry was also made concerning fidelity in marriage vaws of brothers
and sisters of the respondents.

Of the

J08 responses given, there were 37

cases (12.0 per cent) of the respondents who had a brother and/or sister separated and/or divorced.

There were reports of eight brothers and five sisters

separating and 14 brothers and 10 sisters having been divorced.
vorced brothers, two bad bad two divorces.

Of these di-

Eight brothers remarried (one

twice) and live of the sisters were listed as having remarried:

No inquiry-

was made as to the number remaining fa!tbful to their marriage vows since the
major concern of the research was to learn if
in the immediate families of the respondents.

~

marriage infidelity existed

In comparison to the marriage

infidelity of the parents, separation and divorce has had a definite increase
in the case of brothers and sisters.

This increase is evident in comparing

the 20-39 age category with the older age groups since the youngest group
an increase of' 5.7 per cent in marriage infidelity on the part

or

ShOWf

brothers and

sisters over the 40-59 group and a 4.7 per cent over the 60-over age group.
Marriage infidelity existed in 17.2 per cent (15 cases) of the 20-39 category;
in U.S per cent (17 cases) of the 40-59 group; and 12.5 per cent (9 cases) of
the 6o-over age group.
TABLE 38
MARRIAGE FIDELITY OF THE BROTHERS AND SISTERS OF THE RESPONDENTS

Fidelity

or

Brothers and Sisters

Yes
No
Total

Number

Percentage

271
37

12.0

88.0

100.0

59
TABLE

39

MARRIAGE FIDELITY OF THE BROTHERS AND SISTERS OF THE
RESPONDENTS ACCORDING TO AGE GROUPS
Fidelity or
Brothers and
Sisters

2<>-39
Number

60-0ver

40-59
Number Percentage

Percentage

Humber Percentage

No

72
15

82.8
17.2

131
17

88.5
11.5

63
9

87.5
12.5

Total

87

100.0

148

100.0

72

100.0

Yes

Responses Relat!ng to F!I1!i9' Unity
The present day cultural system has left its errects upon family living
It is difficult to determine the extent of unity within a ramily since the modern American scene presents circumstances that at times make it physically impossible for the family to be united.

Unity

jn

this study will be measured

y the demonstration of' family coherence through family prayer, family activiies, and sharing in family responsibilities.
gnawing at family unity.

It is a point

or

Many elements in society seem to

interest in this survey to learn

he extent of unity in the families of those religious under study.
The respondent was asked about daily family prayer.

Of the 335 re-

87.2 per cent had said meal prayers together. Concerning moming
288 responded with 53.8 claiming to have said morning prayer as a
There were 299 responding to family night prayer, with 66.6 per cent
aying they prayed together.

F~

rosar,y was prayed by 51.0 per cent of the
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of the 286 respondents.

Some of these indicated that this family rosary was

recited onlJr during May and October. Host of those who answered in the negative about family prayer indicated that they prayed as individuals.
TABLE 40

PRACTICE OF FAMILY PRAYER PRIOR TO ENTRY

,
Meal Prqers

Number

Percentage

Yes
No

292
43

87.2
12.8

To'tlJ,

33,

100.0

Humber

Percentage

Moming Prayers
Yes
No
Total
Night Prayers

1"

133

,3.8
46.2

288

100.0

Number

Percentage

Yes
No

199
100

66.6
33.4

Total

299

100.0

Number

Percentage

Family Rosary
Yes
No

140

146

,leO

Total

286

100.0

9.0
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Of the 331 responding to whether the family worshipped together regularly', 222 or 67.1 per cent indicated that such was the case in their families.
Consideration must be given those uncrontrollable factors often preventing fami
lies fram attending Mass or worshipping

corporate~.

The absence of regular

family worship does not of necessity denote lack of family' unity.
ble that the family' bond be strong even though

fami~

It is possi-

worship is an unusual fam

ill" practice. Such factors as age of the children can demand that pa.rents or
various members of the family worship separately; also, family members belongin
to various organizations are at times expected to worship with other members of
the society. Reasons such as these do not infer lack of

fami~

unity; however,

it is most likely that the practice of worship as a family is more conducive to
strenghtening family ties.

In view of the evitable factors hindering family

worship, the 67.1 per cent of' the respondents who worshipped together is considerably high.
A cultural change becomes apparent in comparing family worship

accord~

to age categories. The regular practice of family worship appears less frequent for the 20-39 age group than the older groups.
three groups increase from 60.7 to 69.0 to 73.3

The percentages for the
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TABLE

PRACTICE OF FAMILY WORSHIP PRIOR TO ENTRY ACCORDING TO AGE GROUPS

Famil¥
Worship

20-39

60-0ver

40-59

Number

Percentage

Number

Percentage

Number

Percentage

Yes
No

6$
42

60.7
39.3

44

69.0
31.0

55
20

73.3
26.7

Total

107

100.0

142

100.0

75

100.0

98

TABLE
PRACTICE OF FAMILY

Family Worship

Yes

42

w) RSHIP

PRIOR TO ENTRY

Number

Percentage

No

222
109

67.1
32.9

Total

331

100.0

Over nine in ten (94.1 per cent) ot the 337 respondents said that
their families regularly ate their JIleals together.

The nature of the parents I

occupation and the many varying social activities for the different members ot
the family J prevalent espec1a.lly in urban areas, could certa.1nly' have affected
this percentage.

Deapite a large percentage of the respondents from large

Cities, the percentage of those not eating meals together regularly was rather

low (5.9).
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TABLE 43
PRACTICE CI' FAMILY MEALS PRIOR TO ENTRY

Number

Family Meals

Percentage

Yes
No

317
20

94.1
5.9

Total

337

100.0

Similarly, fandly recreation was shared regul.arly by three-fourths of
the respondents (77.6 per cent).

There was no indication

a8

to the type of

recreation, but merely a general recognition of the practice of' sharing recreation with the family.

Even though urban influences are penetrating the rural

areas, rural families generally engage in recreation together.

Most likely th

high representation from the rural and town areas had some impact on the 77.6
per cent sharing recreation as a f'amily.

This is apparent in the comparisons

of the rural and urban areas concerning the sharing of' f'amily recreation.

The

rural and the small town each scored 10 per cent higher than the urban in the
sharlng of' f'amily recreation.

Further study was done to see if' there existed

a correlation between familY recreation and happiness in the home as evaluated
by the respondents.

More unhappiness was indicated in the homes where the rnem

bers of' the f'amily did not share in recreation.

Such was the case with sl:xtee

respondents who estimated their homes as "unhappy" or "very unhappy. tt

In the

event that family recreation was a regular practice only six such cases were
reported.

Furthermore, only thirteen of' the respondents who lacked the
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experience of regular family recreation evaluated their homes as "very Happy"
whereas, 88 of th?se from families sharing recreation placed their evaluation
in the "very happy" category.

TABLE 44
PRACTICE CF FAMILY RECREATION PRIOR TO ENTRY

Famil1 Recreation

Percentage

Number

Yes
No

257
74

77.6
22.4

Total

.331

100.0

TABLE 45
PRACTICE OF F!MILY RmREAT ION PRIOR TO ENTRY ACCORDIOO TO
TYPE OF COMMUNITY IN WHICH RESPONDENT WAS RF'~

Rural
Percentage

Famil3
Recreation

nWllUer

Town
Number Percentage

City
Percentage

Number

Yes
No

102
20

83.6
16.4

25

8.3.3
16.7

128

5

46

7.3.6
26.4

Total

122

100.0

.30

100.0

174

100.0
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TABLE 46
RELATIONSHIP OF FAMILY RECREATION TO HAPPINESS IN THE
HOME AS ESTIMATED BY THE RESPONDENTS
::

;

Estimate

Practice of Family Recreation

of

Happiness
Number Sharing Recreation

Number not Sharing Recreation

88
160

Very Happy
Happy"
Unhappy"
Very Unhappy

5

13
41
13

254

72

5

1

Total

A very high percentage of 97.3 said that they as members of the family

shared in the responsibilities of the family, such as having certain chores.

Only 9 of the 338 respondents felt no share in a.ny of the family responsibilities.
TABLE

41

SHARmG FAMILY RESPONSIBILITIES PRIOR TO ENTRY
Sharing Responsibilities

Yes
No

Total

Number

Percentage

329
9

338

100.0
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It was presumed that the sharing of responsibility was understood to

refer to the period of childhood and young

adolescence~

the case of those with a belated religious vocation.

not in adulthood as in

In-espective of age of

entry, 70.4 per cent of the respondents held a job before entering the convent.
The categorization of' the occupations was the same as used for the mother

above.

The highest centralization of jobs appeared in the "clerical" with a

40.S per cent. Second in rank with a percentage of 21.0 is "service work."
"Domestic" ranks third with a 14.3 per cent.
TABLE

48

EMPLOYMENT OF RESPONDENTS PRIOR TO ENTRY
Type of Work

Professional
Managerial
Clerical
Sales
Service
Manual
Domestic
other

S6.4

Percentage

7
3
96

3.0
1.3
40S
6.3
27.0

l$

64

13

Total

Of the

Number

s.s

34
S

14.3
2.1

237

100.0

326 :responses given to membership in any type of societies,

per cent said that the,y had been members of various clubs and organiza-

tions.

Of these, 160 responded

a8

having belonged to a church organization.

There were 42 belonging to two, 10 belonging to three, and four belonging to
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four church organizations.

Sixty-eight belonged to a non-church group.

Of

these, 12 belonged to two, six to three, and two to five non-church clubs.
In relation to the clubs, special inquiry was made as to membership in

a vocation club.

Of the 271 responses, only 17 (6.3 per cent) had at any time

belonged to a vocation club.

No question was designed to leam i f a vocation

club was in existence so that membership was possible.
TABLE

49

ORGANIZATIONAL ImmERSHIP OF RESPONDENTS
PRIOR TO ENTRY

Membership in Organization
Yes
No

Number

Percentage

184

56.4

326

100.0

142

Total

43.6

Of the 305 responding to holding an office, 35.1 per cent held an

office in an organization or school group.
ting the type of office held.

Ninety-eight responded to indica-

Of these, 27 had held the position of president.

Those holding more than one office reached a total of 26.

If more than one

position was held, these were not included in any of the categories.
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TABLE
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OFFICES HELD IN FOR..'fAL GROUPS PRIOR TO ENTRY
Type of Office Held

Number

27

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
More Than One
Other

5

~

10

26
16
98

Total

As a point of interest, the respondent was asked if since being a member of the Community, she has held the position of superior, principal of
school or administrator.

Of the 343 answering this question, 23.6 per cent

answered in the affirmative.

This as yet is

holding offices prior to entry.

1l.5

per cent less than those

Since Canon Law demands change in superior-

ship, there is a probability that the 23.6 per cent will be on the increase.
As a concluding note, a question was devised to learn what type of
work was now being performed by the respondents.

From this limited study there

is no significant evidence relating family background to a specific type of
work.

The largest group (40.2 per cent) is in the profession of teaching,

this being the case since the number of schools far outnumber any of the other
institutions.

The types of work were proportionatel,y represented in the study.

CHAPTER IV
cmtPARISON OF RESEARCH FINDINGS
WITH RELATED STUDIES

Betore making further analyses, comparisons with related studies will
be made, placing emphasis upon those investigations that are most comparable to
l<.he variables of the present study.

This being a limited study. where perhaps

certain factors are characteristic of this particular community, extended conclusions cannot be made.

Comparisons can assist in learning the extent of

similarity or uniqueness with the sociological conclusions ot other related
surveys.

Only the major areas covered in this resea.rch will be used in the

comparisons.
The present study has a slightly lower percentage than the findings in
pther studies (utilized for comparison) concerning a Catholic elementary and
~econdary

education.

As can be recalled, the total percentage ot those respond-

~nts

receiving a completely Catholic education reached 72., per cent; 18.8 per

~ent

received a partial Catholic educationi 8.7 per cent a wholly public educa-

~ion.

Janssen's study (study of priestly and religious vocations in the

~rchdiocese
~ic

ot St. Louis) revealed that 95 per cent had been educated in Catho51
.
schools.
A survey in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia from 1953 to 1954
51Janssen. p. 76
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found that 97 per cent of the vocations came from Catholic schools. 52

In

neither study is a distinction made between a complete or a partial Catholic
education.
are very

If the percentage includes both, the findings of the present study

si~ilar.

Another factor that possibly is responsible for this lower

percentage is the fact that the community under study still staffs two public
schools in areas that have been productive in religious vocations.

The re-

spondents who were products of such a school most likely indicated that they
had received a public school education even though they were taught by a religious teacher.
It is apparent that

tl~

Catholic school products in this study far

outnumber those from the public schools.

The Catholic student in the public

school has little, if any, Catholic influence.

If the seed of a religious

vocation is present it receives little or no nourishment, thus it is probable
that it never reaches its Maturity.

Father Fichter implies that in the public

school the sources remain untapped.

The possibility of religious vocations is

less likely than in a Catholic school.

About one-half of American Catholic

children of elementary school age are in the public school.

It is estimated

that one-fourth of Catholic youth of high school age are in Catholic schools.
The parochial school produces 70 per cent of the vocations of 50 per cent of
the children in elementary school while the Catholic high school produces 60
per cent of the vocations of the 25 per cent of Catholics attending Catholic

li!Y~

>4-The Vocation Yield of Catholic Schools," The Catholic Educational
(April, 1955), p. 271.
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high schools. 53 Father Fichter makes reference to the parochial school as a
source of recruitment to the religious and priestly life. 54 The present study
shows approximately three-fourths of each age group coming trom the parochial
school.

(Table 3)

This percentage in this sample has been constant trom 1900

on to the present.
A present-day controversy exists as to the benefits of maintaining
minor seminaries and aspirantures.

In her comparative analysis of aspirant

versus non-aspirant entrants into the congregation, Sister Mar,y Alene, S.S.N.D.
/ tound that in two groups of postulants studied, one-third and one-halt, respective~, had been aspirants. 55 In the present study, four in ten {4O.6 per cent
had been aspirants for at least one year.

The older entrants were compelled

to answer this in the negative since in their time the aspiranture was not as
yet a reality.

The school for aspirants was begun in the c01J1Illunity in 1922.

This means that approximately 20 per cent of the respondents, because of their
age categories, had no choice concerning aspirancy.

Of those having a choice,

approximately 50.0 per cent of the respondents had been aspirants for at least
a

ye<:..r.
Concerning the type ot school attended by the r ospondents of the pres-

ent study, the present findings do not follow the pattern of other studies
53Joseph H. Fichter, S.J., Religion As An Occupation (Notre Dame:
University of Notl~ Dame Press, 1961), p. 41 .
.54JosePh H. Fichter, S. J., Parochial School: A Sociological StudX
(Notre Dame: University ot Notre Dame Press, 1958. p. 149.
55Sister Mary Alene, S. S. N. D., "Adolescent Girl in the Aspirancy,"
National Catholic EducationsJ Associations ~lJletin. LIV (August. 1957), p. 36L
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perhaps because the coeducational had been the predominant type until recently
in which the community had been teaching.

The results of the survey show that

31.9 per cent, a finding much smaller than those of other studies, were producta of girls' schools.

A comparative study or types of schools with reference

to religious vocations was undertaken

b.Y Siater Rosilda, F. S. P. A. Her find-

ings show that the highest percentage of vocations came from girls' schools.
In the study, the coeducational school ranked fourth place, being preceded also
by private academies and women's colleges. 56 Rev. John A. Schocklee is of the
opinion that where an effort is made in promoting religious vocations, more
result.

However, he does not deny the difficulties involved in a coeducational

school. 57 Sister Celestine's research on school environment and vocations also
shows how instrumental a girls' school is in developing religious vocations.
Her findings show 56.5 per cent of vocations coming from girls' schools with
the private high school surpassing all others in religious vocations. 58 The
study b.Y Irvin R. Will, which was based on vocation ratios, also revealed the
girls's high school having the greatest "vocation fertility" with a 23.4 per
cent as compared to 13.2 per cent from the coeducational high school. 59
56Sister M. Rosilda, F. S. P. A., "Religious Vocations Among Women-A Comparative Study of Schools and Places Where They Come From," Catholic
Educational Review (M~, 1955). p. 296.
57John A. Schocklee, "Promoting Vocations in Coeducational High
Schools," National Catholic Educational Associations Bulletin, LIV(August,
p. )61.

195~

58Sister M. Celestine. S.C.C., "School Environment and Vocations to the
Sisterhoods," Catholic School Journal (}~ch, 1963). p. 70.
59Sister M. Rosilda, p. 299.
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The results concerning family size are quite similar in most studies.
The high occurred in five-six-seven number of children, a finding identical to
that observed by Sister Miriam Coovert, S. S. N. D., in her study of vocations
of the School Sisters of Notre Dame of the Southern Province from 1924-1943. 60
In a study of 2,120 religious sisters in two large diocese of the Middle West,
one undertaken by Bishop John Hagan. it was found that religious vocations came
from large families and from the extraordinarily large families.
range from 5.5 to 6.0 children in the family.)

(His findings

He found this condition to be

constant during the sixty year period (1885-1943) covered by his study.6l
Similar findings from a study of 1700 sisters for ten communities are given by
Sister N. Christina, 1. H. H.

The study revealed that 11 per cent of the re-

ligious vocations came from families having three or fewer children, 40 per
oent from four to seven ohildren, and 49 per cent from seven and over. 62 The
present study varies slightly with 15.1 per cent from the families having three
or fewer ohildren, 32.0 per cent having four to seven and 52.9 per cent having
seven and over.

In another perspective, the nation-wide survey by Bowdern (a

study of religious men and women) disclosed that 1.6 per cent were an only
60Sister Miriam, S. S. N. D., "Vocations to the School Sisters of
Notre Dame of Southern Province, 1924-1943," (unpublished Master's thesis,
Department of Education, De Paul University, Chicago, 1959).
61John Hagan, "Some Factors in the Development of the Religious
Vocations of Women," Journal of Religious Instruction, XV (1945), p. 623.
62Sister M. Christina, 1. H.
XXIII (October, 1952), p. 106.

}t.,

"Why So Few?," The Catholic Educator,
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child; 10.5 per cent came from families of ten or more children. 6J The present
study found 1.2 per cent an only child but about 23 per cent
of ten or more children.

OL~e

from families

It has already been suggested that the high percent-

age could be due to the high representation in this study from rural areas.
In relating family size and religious vocations, only slight variations
are found in most studies.

One significant difference appears in Father Fich.

ter's contention that smaller families are more productive of religious vocations than the larger families.

He presents 3tatistics showing that one-third

of the religious vocations come from those families with four or less children. 64 The present study places only 23 per oent in this categor.y.

A rather remarkable phenominon appears in the present study as it has
in past researches concerning family rank and religious vocations.
half of the vocations came from the oldest-youngest category.

Nearly

Bishop Hagan

found in his study 47 per cent, 65 Janssen's study gave 46.5 per cent,66 and
the present study shows a percentage of 44.9 as either the oldest or the
youngest.

Bowdern also suggested that the oldest and the youngest in vocation-

families receive a large share of the vocations.

He found in his stu4y, as the

studies mentioned above. that the "oldest" category has a slightly larger percentage than the "youngest.,,67 The present study revealed the opposite with a

6~ichter, Religion As An Occupation, p. 63.
64~., p. 36.
65Sister Christina, p. 107.
66Janssen
67Bowdern, p. 180.
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slight margin of 1.7 per cent.

These statistics do not correspond to

remarks that the first born in large families is less

like~

Fichter'~

to enter; that

those in between seem to get les8 opposition. 68
As far as can be determined at this time, the proportion of vocations
coming from mixed religious marriages is much smaller than that coming from a
fam~

in which both parents are Catholic.

Father Thomas cites statistics re-

vealing that over one-fourth of all Catholic marriages are mixed. 69 Proportionate~

then, Catholic marriages were more productive of religious vocations

than mixed marriages according to the findings of the present study.

These

results reveal a percentage of 99.1 of the mothers as Catholics and a 95.7 percentage for the fathers.
study of seminarians.

These findings are similar to Father O'Connell's

In his study he found 96.2 per cent of the mothers

Catholic and 92.8 per cent of the fathers. 70
Here again appears the phenomenon of the mother seeming the more influential in the home than the father since there is a slight increase in Catholic mothers in both oases.

Seemingly, the influence of a non-Catholic father

concerning religious vocations appears less significant than that of a nonCatholic mother.

As suggested previously, this can be attributed to the modi-

fications that have taken place in the status and rules of family members.
Since the father is compelled to spend time away from the home, his control and

68

Fichter, Religion As An Occupation, p. 37.

69John L. Thomas, S. J.The American Catholic Family (New Jersey:
Prentice Hall, Inc., 1956), p. 335.
700 'Connell, p. 51.
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influence are limited.
The class status of the Catholic family of the present day tends to be

a reflection of the average American white familY. 7l Logically. the families
of persons in religious lite are approximately of the same social status as th
families of the Catholic laity in general.

This is only partially exemplified

in the present study since 32.3 per cent of the respondents considered themselves as middle class with 67.4 per cent identitying themselves with the
working class.

The objective classification placed 64.8 per cent in Class IV

and 24.1 per cent in Class V.

In reference to religious vocations, Father

Fichter indicates that there has been a shrinkage in the working class.

The

"white-collar workers" seem to send more children to the seminaries and convents than do those of "blue-collar workers. ,,72 The findings of the present
study do not follow this pat tern as can be seen in the above results.

Also

in the sub.jective classification, the percentage of the working class for the
20-39 age group was 8.5 per cent lower than the 40-59 group, although it was
7.1 per cent higher than the 60-over group.
In considering the paucity of religious voc.ations, Sister M. Christina,

I. H. M., found that her 1,135 questionnaires answered

b,y religious sisters

seemed to indicate that smaller urban families is a definite factor in the num
ber of religious vocntions.?3 Thirty-seven per cent of the respondents in the
71Fichter, Religion As An Occupation, p. 73.

72 Ibid ., p. 63.
73Sister Christina, p. 106.
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present stu4y came from rural areas.

The study undertaken b,y Bowdern in the

1920's found 30 per cent from rural areas.

In using the 1940 census reports,

43 per cent of the nation's population was classified as rural (rural-farm and
rural non-farm).?4 Of these 19.4 per cent were Catholic.

John Tracy Ellis

gives statistics of 80 per cent of Catholics living in cities in 1956. a proportion 10 per cent higher than the urban part of the general population.?5
Consequently, one would not expect a large supply of religious vocations from
rural areas.

In further comparison. it is found that the religious vocations

coming from cities (over 100,000) in Bowman's study exceeds the present stu4y
by 9 per cent?6 (Bowman, ?2 per cent; present stu4y. 63 per cent).

The find-

ings of the Hagan stu4y are almost identical with the present research.??
Opposition on the part of parents to religious vocations is due at
times to a lack of understanding on the subject of vocations.

The present

study reveals that 84.0 per cent of the mothers and 80.3 per cent of the
fathers had a favorable attitude toward their daughter's entrance.

Sister

Elaine, S. S. N. D. t did a survey of 2,120 sisters to evaluate the attitude
of parents concerning religious life.

The findings show 71 per cent of fa-

thers and 86 per cent of mothers with favorable attitude toward entrance.?8
?4Thomas, pp. 131-32.
?5Ellis, p. 124.
76Bcnman , p. 68.
?7Hagan, p. 623.
?8Sister 11. l!,"laine, S. S. N. D., Schaeffer, "Parental Opposition to
Religious Vocations," Journal of Reliliou8 Instruction, XVII (April, 194?),
p. 714.
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This opposition was a measurement only of those parents who had daughters in
religion, so it cannot be considered wholly representative.
sition on the part of parents seems to be mounting.
a recent

st~

In general, oppo-

Father Fichter reters to

of religious sisters in which more than one-half of the re-

spondents said that their decision to enter had been opposed by one or both
parents. 79
Current researches consistently reveal the potency of the religious
sister in her influence on religious vocations.

The present study shows the

teaohing sister as being more influential than any other person in the choice
of a religious vocation.

In a study of the shortage of religious vocations,

Sister M. Christina, I.H.M., makes referenoe to a study done at St. Mary's
Academy in Los Angeles.

It was disclosed that 78 per oent of the respondents

stated that a sister they had had in school had been the signifioant influenoe
in the ohoioe of vooation. 80 There were similar findings portrayed in studies
of minor seminarians.

One suoh study revealed that of the 152 answering, 122

of the respondents gave recognition to the grade school teacher. 81 The results of Bowman's study showed. the grade sohool teacher as being most influen-

tial in 73 per oent of the oases. 82
79Fichter, Religion As An Oocupation, p. 79.
80Sister Christina, p. 108.
81
Rev. James Hannon, o. F. M•• Cap., "Grade School Teachers Nourish
Vooation," Catholic Educator, XXXII (December, 1961), p. 353.
82Bowman, p. 69.

79

The statistics of the above survey by Sister M. Elaine, S. 5. N. D••
indicated that the majority of sisters came from homes that were strong in the
Faith and respectful toward the Church and its laws.

Most of their parents

were oonsidered to be pious, prayerful, and self-sacrificing.8J This implies
marriage fidelity on the part of the parents.

The

present study found 3.7 per

cent being unfaithful to their marriage vows.

In the study by O'Connell, 3

per cent of the respondents were found whose parents had been divorced. 54
A

higher percentage of the respondents in the present study stated

that they said meal prayers together (87.2 per cent) as compared with Bowman's
study (49 per cent) .85

The latter study included a limited age group while

the present study was all-inclusive of professed religious in the cOllUllUnity.
Possibly this age factor is partially responsible for the difference.
Another interesting phenomenon is the participation in organizations
by the religious prior to their entry.

active in some type of organization.
found. by Bowdern.

His

Over one-half (56.4 per cent) were
This finding is not as high as that

study showed a slightly higher than eight out of ten

belonging to school groups.

Of these, 45.5 per cent had held offices, 86 a

higher percentage than in the present study 05.1).

Sister Hiriam Coovert,

S. 5. 11. D., in her study of sisters in the Southern Province, found that all
8JSister Elaine, p. 714.

840 'Connell, p. 40.
85 Bowman, p. 68 •
86Bowdern, p. 50.
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respondents had been members of one or more religious societies, one of five
holding office.

However, less than 50 per cent belonged to school clubs. 8?

These comparisons reveal a rather unified pattern concerning background and religious vocations.

In those instances where significant differ-

ences appeared, the cause for the deviance was evident; these findings did not
distort the pattern of family baokground and its relationship to religious vacations.

In the light of these findings, the researoher will now consider the

possible relationship of religious vooations and familism as found in the family types.

87Sister Miriam Coovert, S.S.N.D., "Vocations to the Sohool Sisters
of Notre Dame of Southern Provinoe, 1924-1943" (unpublished Master's thesis,
Dept. of Eduoation, DePaul University, 1943>, p. 62.

CHAPTER V

ANALYSIS OF THE RELATIONSHIP OF
RELIGIOUS VOCATIONS WITH FAMILISM
Having oonsidered the findings of the present research with its many
signifioant similarities and few minor differences with related
will revert to the initial problem.

stl~ie8,

focus

An analysis will be made ot the possible

relationships of religious vocations to certain family type, using the frame of
reference of family funotions as defined in the first chapter.
attempt will be made to

st~y

lies of the religious under

Accordingly. an

the extent of family stability within the tami-

st~y.

The findings of the questionnaires conoerning the family function of
child-bearing and rearing

portr~

that this function was fulfilled to a high

degree since the mean was seven children.

The families from which the respond.

ents came were large families, the largest nUJ!1bers (3.5.7 per cent of the 322
responding to family size) coming from the families with five, six, and seven
children.
tury.

Table 11 indicated a decreasing family size over the past half cen-

It would be an act of injustice to label the small family as "un.f.amilis-

tio" solely on the oriterion of family size.

The Catholic Church not only per-

mits but considers family planning a moral requirement.

Smaller families as

such cannot be considered as family disintegration but more as a change in our
cul tural value system.

The famUy funotion of child-bearing as used by Zimmer-

man must therefore b.y used with reservations in making an applioation to modern

81

82
ti.ll1es due to the change of values.

It would seem that there is a strong indi-

cation toward familism in those families where child-bearing was considered an
important function, irrespective of present values.

This seau to have been

the situation in majority of the cases since 77 per cent came from families of
five or more children.
As a member of the Catholic Church, the child's most fitting education
is a Catholic education.

Such an education was provided by the parents of a

large portion of the respondents.

About three-fourths of the respondents had

a completely Catholic education with an additional one-fifth (19.0 per cent)
having a mixture of a Catholic and a public education.

Nearly one-tenth (8.7

per cent) were products of a public school.
If the concept ot family is to be realized, it is highly probable that
such is most

ful~

experienced in a situation in which the child is reared qy

its own parents or at least in a

tami~

setting.

The factor ot a "parent en-

vironment" does not in itselt create the concept ot family as used in this
study; it does, however, seem to be a prerequisite for a family setting.

This

does not suggest a negation ot the other contributor,y factors to the development of familism.
type.

It is the influences of many factors that determine a family

This portion of the research merely suggests that the basis for familiSDl

was present in nine-tenths (91.3 per cent) of the cases since this percentage
of the respondents indicated being reared by their parents.
had been reared in an orphanage setting.

Only 6.1 per cent

This percentage is perhaps larger

than expected due to the fact that the community conducts three orphanages, the
major source ot the 6.1 percentage.

If the majority of vocations to a particu-
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lar religious community come from or in connection with the institutions conducted b.Y the community, then proportionately 6.4 per cent would be the expected amount from the orphanages in the community studied.

The institutions con-

ducted by the oommunity under study reaches a total of 47. three of these being
orphanages.

Numerically speaking, the 6.4 per cent from the orphanages could

be expected.

Considering other factors that are often characteristic of or-

phanage living. such as lack of familial experiences. the 6.1 per cent might be
considered rather high.
Unity of religious beliefs would seem to be associated with a greater
stability within the family. since differences in religious beliefs furnish the
basis for fundamental differences in the individual's value system.

An estab-

lishment of variant value systems tends toward individualism. a characteristic
of the atomistic family type.

The present research shows little deviation from

unity in religious beliefs within the family since 99.1 per cent of the mothers
and 95.7 per cent of the fathers were of the Catholic faith.
Most likely. the parents who assume the proper responsibilities to
their role, contribute to happiness within the family.

Such was exhibited in

93.0 per cent of the lamilies under study. A combined percentage of 94.1 defined parental discipline as either strict or moderate.

Parents often showing

interest in the activities of the child was exhibited in 94.1 per cent of the
cases.

A favorable attitude of parents toward entry into religious life was

reported in 82.2 per cent (average of both parents) of the respondents.
The family function of fidelity is evident in the families of the re.
ligious under study since 96.3. per cent of their parents remained faithful
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to marriage vows.

The findings revealing faithfulness on the part of the sis-

ters and brothers of the respondents show that 88.0 per cent of the religious
sisters said that all their married sisters and brothers had remained faithful
to their vows thus tar.

This is an increase ot 8.) per cent in divorces and

separations within a generation.

The increase might be attributed to the popu-

la.tion shirt into urban areas and the urbanization ot rural areas.

The spirit

ot individualism replaces the familism, a trend toward a disMlption of family
lile.

On the other hand, the small percentage of divorces and separations in

the study might be partially due to the large percentage of 46.2 coming from
rural areas and communities of less than 10.000 population.

The pattern of

divorce is less common in smaller communities.
From the above statistics, the conclusion can be drawn that religious
vocations in the community studied come from those families where parental fidelity is present.

It would seem that the slightly greater infidelity on the

part of sisters and brothers is not as relevant to the religious sister as that
of parents since the contact is not as great.

Nevertheless, the changed sta-

tistics on siblings give an insight into the attitudes and values taken on b,y
the present generation ot mothers and fathers.
In relation to this, a consideration ot the dating pattern of the respondents prior to entry indicates a leaning toward the domestic rather than
the atomistic spirit.

The questions asked pertained only to the frequency of

dating and the parental attitude townrds dating.

Most likely, the large per-

centage of delayed entrants affected the data concerning the frequency of
dating.

Nearly one.third ()0.4 per cent) of the respondents were nineteen
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years of age or over at the time of entry.
higher frequency for dating.

This suggests the probability of a

Thus, nearly one.fifth dated at least once a week

As can be recalled, one-third d:lted once a month or less; nearly one-half (46.5
per oent) did not date at all.

The one-fifth dating frequently (at least once

a week) is possibly higher than some would qxpect.
53.8 per cent came from cities over 10,000.

It should be recalled that

Sister Mary Brian, O. S. B.,

studied dating frequenoy of Catholic girls ages 13-14 and found 44.1 per cent
of the large city am 32.9 per cent from rural areas "going steady. ,,88
Approximately one. fourth (25.8 per cent) of the respondents evaluated
their parents as having taken a permissive attitude toward dating.

It appears

that only a small percentage availed themselves of this permissiveness since
four-fifths (79.5 per cent) dated once a month or less.

It might be recalled

that the 60-over group had the highest percentage of parental permissivenoss
yet they dated less frequently than the younger groups.

The limited data in

this study concecning dating suggests that the atomistic spirit was not overpowering.
Family life of today tends to be composed of segments ot experience,
different for each member. "It (family life)

lOfe~ s

unity. interdependence,

common goals and participation, through which parents pass on to children the
family and general culture. ,,89 The resulting individualiSM has weakened the
88Sister Mary Brian. (Mahon) O.S. B., "Rural-Urban Differences in the
Attitudes and Behavior of the Adolescent Girl," The American Catholic Sociological Review, XXIV (Sumner, 1963), 149.
89Ruth Cavan, The American Familx (New York:
1953). p. 21.

Thomas Y. Crowell Co.,
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unity of the family.

Despite these atomistic attitudes of our society, the

findings of

show that religious vocations ordinarily come from those

this~udy

families where a sense of unity is harbored in var.ying degrees, be they from
urban or rural areas.
pr~er,

This was exhibited most clearly in the areas of family

family worship, family meals, family recreation, and sharing family re-

sponsibilities.

The lowest percentage (67.1) found in these areas concerned

family worship.

The presence of a lower percentage here need not detract from

family unity since circumstances at times demand worship as an individual member of the family rather than as family members.
ranked second lowest with a 77.6 per cent.

Sharing family recreation

Family unity was expressed in yet

another way, the display of much interest on the 'Part of parents in the activities of their children.

This was found in 94.1 per cent -of the cases.

In surveying the data concerning the social functions of the families
of those religious under study, it is easily discernible that a higher percentage occurs in the areas of child-bearing and rearing and marriage fidelity than
in faMily unity.

Eighty-four per cent of the respondents came from families

having four or more children.

In combining the percentages of those factors

dealing with child rearing (See Table 35) an average of 91.5 per cent is found
in areas tending toward familism.
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TABLE 51
SUMMARY OF FINDIOOS PERTAINING TO THE FAMILY FUNCTION
OF CHILD-BEARING AND REARING
Areas pertaining to child-bearing and rearing

Percentage

Seven or More Children
Catholic Education (Total and Partial)
Reared by Parents
Both Parents Catholic
Parental Discipline (Strict or Moderate)
Happiness in the Home
Parental Interest in Activities of the Child
(Often)
Favorable Attitude of Parents toward Entry
into Religious Life (Average of Both Parents)
Lived Most of Childhood in City (over 10,000)

53.1
91.3
91.3
94.8
94.1

93.0
94.1

82.2

53.8

A combined peroentage of marriage fidelity on the part of parents and
siblings is found to be 92.2 per cent.

This evidences a contribution toward

familism within the families of the religious under study.
The combined percentages concerning family activities reveal an average
f 74.3 per cent in all those areas relating to family unity.

As mentioned

eviously, this percentage in all probability has been affected by present

d~

conomic and social conditions, oonditions found most difficult to circumvent.
nder such pressures, a combined three-fourths of the families exhibiting unity
ppears to be a sizable percentage.
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TABLE 52
SUM¥~Y

OF FINDINGS PERTAINING TO THE FAlULY
OF }.fARRIAGE FIDELITY

Marriage Fidelity
Marriage Fidelity
Marriage Fidelity
Parental Attitude
Protective or

FUNCTlm~

Percentage
of Parents
of Siblings
Toward Dating (OverHoderate)
TABLE

96.3
88.0
74.2

53

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS PERTAINING TO THE FAMILY FUNCTION
OF FAHILY UNITY

Family Activities

Percentage

l<""amily Meal Prayers (Daily)
87.2
Family Morning Prayers (Daily)
53.8
Family Night Prayers (Daily)
66.6
Family Rosary (Daily or During May and Oct.) 51.0
Family Worship {Regularly}
67.1
Family Meals (Regularly)
94.1
Family Recreation (Regularly)
77.6
97.3
Sharing Family Responsibility
Thus, over nine-tenths of the families of the religious under study
show a fulfillment of the famUy function of chUd-bearing and rearing: over
nine-tenths exhibited marriage fidelity; three-fourths displayed the presence
of family unity.

According to Zimmerman's definition of domestic family, a

family in which exists a good deal of familism, it can be concluded that familism was present in the families of those religious in thi-s study.

As ini-

tially hypothesized, the religious vooations in this study are products of
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~amllism

as typified by the domestic family in contrast to the prevalent atom-

istic family type in our present society.

CHAPTER VI

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION
This research covers a period extending a bit beyond a half century in
the lives of the members of the religious community studied.

It is quite ap-

parent that in a half century family relationships and social life have undergone significant changes.

Formerly, individuals were more a part of the com-

munity and obtained greater satisfaction within the family group.

The family

was held together by "economic, religious, protective, educational, recreational, social status and pffectional bonds. ,,90 These functions have now become
les8 identified with the family and more with institutions outside the home.
Social forces have contributed toward disintegration of the family group.

It

has been the object of this research to learn if, despite the dominant shift
from a domestic family type to an atomistic society. religious vocations in a
single community are still products of familism, as typified by the domestic
family.
In summary the researcher has concluded that the religious vocations in
the religious community studied were products of familism as found in a domesti
family type.
1.

Specific conclusions related to familism are as follows:
Religious vocations were products ot the larger size family, a

90Ruth Minna Eisendrath, "The Effect of the Urban Environment Upon a
Large Family Group" (unpublished Doctoral dissertation, Dept. of Sociology,
University of Chicago, 1931), p. )81.
90
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family of five or More children.
2.

In about half of the cases, the religious were either the oldest or

the youngest in family rank.
).

Catholic education was more productive of religious vocations than

a public education.
4.

Few religious vocations were products of mixed marriages.

5. Most vocations came from families where marriage fidelity existed.
6. Religious vocations oame from families where a sense of unity was
experienced through family prayer, family meals, family recreation and sharing
of family responsibilities.
These observations do not imply that the families from which religious
vocations come are a domestic type within a vacuum in an atomistic society.
The inference made is that fragments of a domestic society have remained in the
present atomistic society even though atomistic cultural changes are more ap.
parent in the younger group_

It is more likely that religious vocations ger-

minate and grow to maturity within the environs of these remnants than in those
of an atomistic family type.

It is the work of the social scientist to take

note of these visible and measurable means in recruitment of religious vocation
yet not denying the theology of a vocation.

The family type becomes to some

extent a determining factor--not as to whether or not a vocation is present,
but if it is, whether it will become a reality.

"Unless and until it (the fam-

ily) begins again to be a little church, with the God-centered atmosphere that
it demands, it is vain to hope for plentiful religious vocations.,,9l
9lJohn and Eileen Farrell, "Vocations Come From Christian Families,"
America, (Maroh 29, 1952), p. 696.
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Implioations

E2t

Further Research

Further research in some areas might be suggested from this study.

It

seems that many authors allude to the ignorance of parents concerning religious
vocations.

A comparative study might be done of the attitudes of parents, of

those already having a son or daughter in religious life as compared with those
who do not.

This could possibly give an insight as to whether this factor

could be a deterring influence in following a religious vocation.
The results of this study seem to indicate that possibly a mixed marriage was more detrimental to religious vocations than a divorce or separation
since the representation of religious vocations was higher in the case of a
broken home than in mixed marriages.

This limited study, while not solely fo-

cusing attention on this matter, does not allow a generalization to be made.
This would seem to be an area for further research.
This survey as well as other studies have concluded that a large percentage of religious vocations are in the oldest-youngest category in family
rank.

Further analysis could possibly be made to determine which factors are

responsible in producing this phenomenon.
Another area as a suggestion for possible research concerns
size and religious vocations.

fa~ily

It has been suggested b,y some researchers that

the five-six-seven-child families produce more religious vocations than the
larger families.
child

f~~ilies.

This is self-evident since there are more five-six-sevenAn all-inclusive sample, those with and without religious vo-

cations could be studied, thus finding if this is true ratio-wise, and if
what factors are responsible.

80,
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A concern of vocation

rec ruite ~s

and superi ors of religious communities

is not only to receive an ample number of candidates but to maintain them as
well.

Consequently. it is necessary that the applicants have the proper quali-

fic ations for this type of vocation if they are to persever e.

These necessary

qualifications not only involve the phYsical, mental and moral aspects of the
individual but also his environment and social world.

Today much greater em-

phaSis is placed upon a consi deration of sociological factors as a partial
cri teria in r f1 commending or accepting a candidate to religious life.
factors as broken horne, poor

f~ily

Such

relationships, unhealthy attitudes toward

religious practices, and other unfavorable secondary group influences can
hardly produce emotional ly stable candidates for religiOUS life.

Ther efore,

these areas demand an investigation prior to successful recruitment.

If

prospective candidates are products of homes where family stability is found,
most likely, these candidates will possess greate:- amot.: or.al stability and thus
be better able to follow the vocation of a religious life.

It should be recog-

nized that the work of the social scientist is a contributory factor in a
vocation recruitment program.

APPENDIX
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St. Augustine Convent
5019 South Laflin Street
Chicago, Illinois 60609
May 13. 1965

Dear Sisters,
The present emphasis on the increasing need ot religious vocations prompts an investigation into the tamily backgrounds ot individual religious in our cO!llll1unity. I would appreciate your participation in this research whioh, as a graduate student of Sociology
at Loyola University, I am undertaking with the consent and approval
of the Provincial Superior Mother M. Symphoria, P.H.J.C. Enclosed
you will find the questionnaire concerning this study. Would you
kindly fill out and return the questionnaire to me within the next
week? Since the questionnaire is to be anonymous, refrain from
Signing your name.
Being fully aware of your busy schedule, I am deeply grateful
for your attention to my request. It is hoped that the information
gained from the research made possible by your cooper8.tion will be
of value not only to our community but to superiors and counselors
ot other communities as well.
Sincerely yours,
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Do not write your name on this paper.
or check the correct answer.
1.

2.

Kindly answer each question

Check education completed before entering religious life.
Grammar school
; High school
; College_ _
a) List degrees received (if aqy)
b) If school was not completed, i-nd~i-c-ate the number of
years completed. _ _
Indicate the type of school attended before entering the
religious community by encircling the proper numbers.
Grammar
High
College
Parochial School 1 2 J 4 5 6 7 8 1 2 J 4
1 2 J 4
Public School
1 2 J 4 5 6 7 8 1 2 J 4
1 2 J 4

J. Were you an aspirant?

Yes
; No
a) It so, check the years that you were an aspirant.
Freshlllan
; Sophomore
; Junior _ i Senior_ _

4.

What type of high school did you attend i f you were not an
aspirant?
Girls'
; Coeducational
; Coinstitutional,_ __

5. Did you enter the convea the year of your graduation from
hi gh school?

Yes
; No
a) If not, how many years did you wait before entering?
b) If you entered religious life before graduating f'r01l1
high school, how old were you at the time of entering?

6. What was your age on your last birthdq?

8.

; friem.

9. What is your rank in the family?
; Middle

__

a) _ _
b)_o_ _

2.80) _ _
b)
--

J .~__
a) _ __

4. _ __

5 •...-_ _
a)
b)---

7.~__

; orphanage

How many live brothers and sisters were born to your parente?
Brothers
; Sisters_ __
Oldest

l.~

6. _ __

7. Did you live at home as a child (up to 14)?
a) If not, with relative

Do not
write in
this column

a) _ __
8. ______

9. _ __

; Youngest,_ __

10. Has another member of your tamily entered the religious
lite? Yes
; No
a) It so, how many priests
ireligious brothers _ _
sisters_ _

10 .~_ _
a)_ __
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11.. If any ot your brothers and sisters were married, did they
remain taithful to their marriage vows? Yes
; No_ _
It not, oheck the following:
Separation
Divorced
Remarried
Brothers
Sisters

12. Were your parents living when you entered the convent?
Yes

No

Mother
Father
a) It not, how old were you when your parents died?
Mother_ __
Father

---

13. Were your parents taithtul to their marriage vows?
Yes
i No.~~_
a) It not, oheck the following:
Separated
Mother
Father

11.

. a""'Y-b) _ _
0) _ __
d) _ _
e) _ __
t) _ _

------

12.

a)

lJ.~

__

a)

b)--

Divorced

Remarried

c)_ __
d) _ _
e) _ __
f) _ _

b) It a separation or divorce took place, how long was this
atter the tirst marriage?
c) How many remarriages (it any) were contracted by your
parents?
Father_ _ __
Mother_ _ __

b )_ __
c)

---

14. What was the religion ot your parents? (Be specific: give
den01llination.)
Mother
___________________
Father__________________

14.,_ __

15. Izxiicate the BlIlOunt ot eduoation received

15.

by your parents

by encircling the correot numbers.

---

Grammar
High
College
Mother
1 2 J 4 5 6 7 8 1 2 J 4 1 2 J 4
Father
1 2 J 4 5 6 7 8
1 2 J 4
1 2 J 4
a) It further education was received, speoify additional
degree(s) received. Mother
Father

----

16. What was the nationality descent of your parents?
Mother_ _ _ _ _ _ __
Father_________

a)
--

---

16.
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17. What was the major oooupation of your parents? Be specific.
(e.g., file clerk; salesman for insurance company)
Mother_ _ _ _ _ _ __
Father_ _ _ _ _ _ __

17. _ __

18. To what social class do you think your family belonged?
18. _____
Lower
; Working Class
; Middle
; Upper_ __
19. What was the economic standing of your parents?
Poor
; Moderate
; Well off
; Rioh._ __

19. ____

20. In what size community did you predominantly live as a child?
Rural farm
; Rural village (under 2.500);
Town (2.500 - 9.999)
; City (over 10,000)
a) If you lived in the city, what was the population?
10,000 - 24,999
; 25,000 - 99.999_ __
100,000 - 999,999
; 1,000,000 or over_______

20.~____

a)
--

21. What was the attitude ot your parents toward entrance into
21.
religious life?
1ndifferent____ • favorable____
Mother:
opposed._ __
Father:
opposed,_ __
indifterent
; favorable

----

---

22. Who influenced you the most in the choice of the religious
vooation?
Mother
; Father
; Priest
Sister_______ ;
Other (Speoify) _ _ __

22. ,_ __

23. Was family

23.

a)

b)
c)
d)

pr~er said in your home daily?
At meals Yes
; No,_ _
Morning prayers Yes
No____
Night prayers
Yes
No
Family rosary
Ye9_, No---

a)

b)--c) _ __
d) _ __

----

24. Did all the members of the family regularly worship together?
Yes
; No

24.

25. Did
Yes

25. _______

--the members of the family regularly eat meals together?
; No_ __

26. Did the Members of the family regularly share reoreation
together? Yes
; No-_____

26. _ _ __

27. Did the members of the family share the responsibilities of

27 _______

the family? (e.g •• each having certain chores)
Yes
; No_ __

28. What description concerning discipline fits your parents?
Mother: Strict
Moderate
Permissive
Father: Strict
Moderate
Permissive_ __

28. _______

29. How would you evaluate your childhood?

29. _ __

---

Very unhappy:

hapPY'_ __

30.

Unhappy:

HapPY'_ __

Very

Dtd your parents show an interest in your activities?
Always
Often
Seldom
Never_ __

)0. _ __

31. How otten did you date?
Never
once or twice a year
; about once a
about once a week
; about twice a
month
week
three or more times a week._ _ __

)1. _ _ __

;2. What attitude did your parents take toward your dating?
Over-protective
Moderate
Permissive_____

32 •. _ _ __

;;. Did you hold a job before entering the convent?
a) It 80, what type of work did you do? Be specific.

)).

.34. Were you an active member in an;y clubs or organizations

)4.~_ __

before you entered the convent? Yes
; No
a) If so, in how many organizations were you a member at
the time of your entrance into the convent?
Church affiliations
Non-Church affiliations
b) Did you ever hold an office in an organization or school
group? Yes
; No
c) It so, specify what type-""(-s)::~~",,!,:-_ _ _ _--:
d) Did you belong to a Vocation Club? Yes
No_ __

35. Since you have been a lIl.ember of the cOllUllunity, have you ever
had the positionot superior, principal ot school, or

a~)---

a) _ __
b) _ __
c)
d)---

35.~

___

a) _ __

administrator? Yes
; No._ _~~~
a) If so, how many years have you had this position?

;6.

What type of work are you doing now? _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

)6. _____
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